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All-Sufficient 


By Jane Gideons 


HERE shall we look, when skies 
are gray, 
And all uncertain seems the way? 
“Look unto Me.” 


Where shall we go when all is lost, 
And our mistakes heart-break have cost? 
“Come unto Me.” 


Whom shall we trust when leaders fall? 
All human wisdom’s far too small! 
“Trust ye in Me.” 


Where can we rest, and care release? 
Where can the heart find quiet peace? 
“Rest ye in Me.” 


L 4 


The Weather 


One of the safest topics of conversa- 
tion is the weather. There is nothing 
personal about it; no one can blame any- 
body else for the state of the weather; 
and there is always enough uncertainty 
about it to allow for speculation as to 
what it will be. The saying is attrib- 
uted to Mark Twain that “everybody 
talks about the weather, but nobody 
does anything about it.” The weather- 
man does his best to forecast it, and 
modern science has greatly improved his 
prognostications, but even he makes a 
few mistakes. It seems to be one realm 
of nature that God intends to keep en- 
tirely under His control. It provides 








many an opening for conversation, and 
while some like heat and some like cold, 
yet a bright sunny day, with the tem- 
perature about 70, and not too much 
wind, seems to make everyone feel more 
cheerful and charitable. A recent letter 
from the Rev. R. S. Beal, pastor of the 


First Baptist Church in Tucson, Ariz., 
had a rather striking heading, where 
one usually finds the date. It read thus: 
“Tucson, Saturday, sun IS shining— 
weather: something sent down from 
Heaven — explanation: James 1:17.” 
(“Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down 


from the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing.”) This is a réminder that “it is a 
good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to sing praises unto thy name, O 
most High: to shew forth thy loving- 
kindness in the morning, and thy faith- 
fulness every night” (Psa. 92:1, 2): and 
a further reminder that it is a good prac- 
tice to try to see God’s hand behind the 
circumstances of life and, wherever pos- 
sible, to relate them to the Scriptures. 
The four seasons are ordained of God, 
as He said to Noah: “While the earth 
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remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease” (Gen 
8:22). Both sun and rain come from 
God, “For he maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Matt. 5:45). When the rain upsets our 
plans, it is well’ to remember this, and 
to realize that the ground needs it to 
produce and grain, fruit and 
flowers, that there are probably 
many who are thankful for it. More- 
over, the same kind of weather for 
weeks on end can get very monotonous 
People in the deserts and dust bowls of 
our country would give anything for 
some of the coastal rain, and mission- 
aries in the tropics in the rainy season 
would give a good deal for two weeks 
of hot, dry weather. It is really a very 
great blessing that the weather does not 
depend on men’s likes or dislikes, or the 
decisions of any council, or a majority 
vote. Though the weather may not just 
suit us, we can learn to say with the 
Psalmist, “This is the day which the 
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it” (Psa. 118: 24). 
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ll. “Assassins in the Name of God” 


This is the second installment of an editorial review by Ernest Gor- 
y 


don of “Assassins au Nom 


de la Vigue; can be 


de Dieu.” 
ordered from Librairie Evangélique, 56 Rue Vau- 


Hervé Lauriére. (Editions 


by M 


venargues, Paris 18; 500 francs.) 


LAURIERE, from his “enor- 
mous file,” makes selections. 
e Anté  Klaritch, Franciscan 


monk, said in a sermon, July, 1941: 

“You are old women and ought to 
don petticoats since you have not killed 
a single Serb. If you haven't firearms, 
use hatchets. sickles, anything. When 
you meet a Serb, cut his throat.” 

On October 1, 1942, Serbs destined fqp 
conversion arrived in Kaminsko. They 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me” (Psa. 50:15). 











marched, not knowing whether to church 


for conversion or elsewhere to death. 
They had been promised safety. Thir- 
teen were directly assassinated. Five 


hundred others followed them into two 
great ditches in the forest. Apparently 
they refused to apostatize from the Or- 
thodox faith. 

Father Kamber, Catholic curate in 
Doboj, acting as prefect, forced Jews 
and Serbs to clean out latrines and to 
pay surtaxes. When the Nazis were 
finally defeated he, as so many other 
criminals, “thanks to mysterious protec- 
tions,” escaped by the help of the Inter- 
national Organization for Refugees to 
the United States, where he is now a 
Croat journalist. 

Serbs fled in masses to the high moun- 
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tains in intense cold and were tracked 
down. Infants were torn from mothers’ 
arms and thrown into the deep snow. 
In Prebilovci, 805 women and children 
were thrown into a crevasse. Grenades 
were cast after them to assure the death 
of all. At times Serbs were cast living 
into quick lime and also bound close to 
hayricks, which were then set afire. There 
were also mass hangings. 

At Vrain-Most five thousand peasants 
were ordered to assemble for conver- 
sion. Then they were butchered in cold 
blood. In August, 1941, all the male 
Serbs of Lijevno were driven into a 
forest and killed. A few days later 
their families suffered the same fate in 
the same place. Ustashis violated women 
and girls, cut off arms and feet of elderly 
women, tore out eyes, and impaled in- 
fants at breast. 

One recalls the horrors of the sack 
of Madgeburg by the Imperial Catholic 
forces in the Thirty Years’ War. It was 
but preliminary practice compared with 
our day, for in these massacres of today 
a half million Serbs perished. 

A telephone record at Zagreb has been 
found, a despatch from the commandant 
at Vojnic, which reads, “The chase has 
been excellent today, five hundred 
pieces.” It was a massacre report to 
the capital city, of which Archbishop 
Stepinac was the religious head. 

The Italian correspondent Malaparte 
recounts in Kaputt his visit to Pavelitch. 
He noticed a hamper of what seemed 
to him to be oysters. When he asked 
his host about them, Pavelitch replied, 
smiling, “This is a present from my 
faithful Ustashis, twenty kilos of human 
eyes.” The story is confirmed by vari- 
ous who escaped the Ustashi hell. 

A word concerning ‘concentration 
camps. On the Island of Pag, in the 
Adriatic, 4,500 Serbs and 2,500 Jews are 
buried. All were cut down by hatchet. 
Worse still was the camp at Jasenovac. 
The filth, disease, vermin, and hunger 
were indescribable. From time to time 
the camp organized competitions for the 
best cut-throat. The champion was 
Peter Brzica, bursar of a Franciscan col- 
lege in Herzegovina and member of a 
religious band of crusaders. On the 
night of August 29, 1942, he succeeded 
in cutting the throats of 1,360 prisoners. 
As a reward he received a gold watch, 
a silver service, and for dinner, a pig 
roasted in milk, and a bottle of wine. 

At Jasenovac were brick ovens built 
to-contain up to 600 persons. In the first 
months of 1942, Jewish children were 
here burned en masse. The torture from 
famine was so intense as to lead to can- 
nibalism. Great hecatombs of Jews took 
place in various other prison camps. 
Bound together with wire, they were 
driven at bayonet point into the Save 
River and drowned. In the prison camp 


Ustice, 25,000 Gypsies were massacred; 
in that of Jadnovo, 40,000. 

The Franciscan monk, Maistorovitch, 
Was an outstanding leader in slaughter. 
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Thus he led a detachment of Pavelitch’s 
guards to the coal mine of Rekovac, 
where Orthodox, Moslem, and Catholic 
worked peacefully side by side. Under 
his direction 52 Serbs were killed. Then, 
still under his direction, 1,500 men, 
women, and children in the neighboring 
villages met the same fate. It is not 
necessary to enlarge on his bestial oper- 
ations. 





For the Nazi war criminals came a 
day of reckoning. This appears not to 
have been the case with these Catholic 
Croats. 

When the crash came, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Croatia arranged to 
have the booty, which Pavelitch had 
accumulated and stored in Archbishop 
Stepinac’s palace at Kaptol—five heavy 
trunks—turned over to Salitch, the pri- 
vate secretary of Stepinac. In them 
were 300 kilos of gold and a huge quan- 
tity of precious stones. 

Pavelitch, his ministers, chiefs of 
police, and hangmen fled into Austria. 
Accompanying the column were Arch- 
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bishop Saritch and Bishop Garitch. Sar- 
itch took refuge in a Catholic institution 
in Freiburg. He is now in a Madrid 
monastery. 

Pavelitch hid himself and his loot in 
monasteries at Salzburg and Ischl. He 
had donned a cassock, although not a 
priest. Later he went to Rome, where 
he lived disguised as a priest in a con- 
vent under an assumed name. Thanks 
to Italian clergy, he left for Buenos Aires 
on an Italian steamer in November, 1948, 
with a passport as Pal Aranyos, secured 


from the International Red Cross at 
Rome. There he resides today, well 
heeled with the contents of his five 
trunks. 


Many Ustashis were incarcerated by 
the Allies in camps. After a time, visit- 
ing Catholics from Rome secured the 
release of certain of the criminals, 
among them L. Milos, known as “the 
human hyena” and responsible for the 
deaths of more than’ 120,000 persons at 
Camp Jasenovac. Ustashis found safe 
refuge in the Franciscan monastery at 

(Continued on page 546) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


How God Has Used 
Godly Women 


The article on the dangerous church 
member [“The Member That Hurts 
the Membership,” April 18] was 
thought-provoking and good in many 
ways. Certainly we all ought to watch 
our tongues more than we do. And 
yet I cannot help but put a protest, 
about taking advice only from the 
Christian man. 

We must remember that David took 
advice from a woman and profited by 
it (1 Sam. 25:23-35). ‘ 

Abraham, although taking wrong 
advice from Sarah on one occasion 
(as she from him), was nevertheless 
admonished by God at a later date to 
“hearken unto her voice” (Gen. 21:12). 

Deborah advised Israel for forty 
years, and had Barak more fully fol- 
lowed her advice he might have been 
Israel’s next judge (Judges 4:8, 9). 

King Josiah went to a prophetess for 
advice concerning the book found in 
the ruined temple (2 Chron. 34:22). 

Mordecai, while filling the role of a 
parent to obedient Esther, was never- 
theless not above doing all that she 
commanded him concerning the time 
of fasting (Esther 4:17). 

Priscilla as well as Aquila gave ad- 
vice to Apollos and it would seem he 

* did not resent it (Acts 18:26). 

And there are many other jnstances 
that. might be quoted. 

Advice is not authority, one does 
not have to follow it. God said man 
should be the head of the home and 

“that he should love his wife, but he 
also said that a man’s prayers are hin- 
dered when he does not honor his wife 
(1 Pet. 3:7). 

In the beginning, we are told, God 


created woman because it was not good 
for man to be alone. So He gave 
Adam a help, “answering to him,” as 
the footnote has it [A.S.V.]. Adam 
had complete control of the animal 
kingdom, but he needed someone with 
whom he could talk and exchange 
ideas. Before sin entered in, there is 
no indication that man was to rule 
over woman. It was sin that marred 
the relationship between them. Even 
so, the relationship between man and 
wife is an adult relationship, they are 
both mature or should be. . The 
lady to whom John is writing in 2 
John was not to receive into her home 
or give Godspeed to those whom she 
discerned as false teachers. And since 
a church may well have been held in 
her home, and probably was, her re- 
sponsibility was great. 

So we see in God’s Word checks 
and restraints on the individual and 
on those in authority as well. To Keep 
silent in the face of wrong or unfair- 
ness is eventually to lose one’s own 
personal integrity. This is true of 
woman as well as man. Too much 
silence is not good, since by silence 
one gives consent. On the other hand, 
too many words can be, not only 
harmful, but futile as well. But there 
are times when to speak is much more 
difficult than not to speak. One of 
the marks of the Holy Spirit is sanity, 
and it is a beautiful sanity that is most 
needed in these matters—A Christian 
married woman in Michigan. 


This Times reader has given an inter- 
esting outline of the ministry of Godly 
women in Bible times. It recalls the 
following fine passage from John Bun- 
yan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”: 

“Gaius also proceeded, and said, ‘I will 

(Continued on page 556) 
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|. God's Use of Types in Prophecy 


Three men of the Old Testament who speak 


loudly to the Church today 


ENESIS 5, 6, and 19 introduce us 
(5 to three important Old Testament 

Biblical characters that join hands 
in presenting a vivid picture of what 
is described among Bible students as the 
“taking out.” 

Enoch, a son of Jared, a descendant 
of Seth, was one of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, living (probably) 3382-3017 
B.C., and had the unique distinction of 
being translated at the age of 365 (see 
Gen. 5: 18-23; Luke 3:37; Heb. 11:5; Jude 
14). 

The second, Noah, was the son of 
Lamech and father of Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. According to Ussher, he was 
born 2948 B.C., died 1998 B.C., at the 
age of 950 years. It was Noah who was 
preserved with his family in the ark 
from. the flood which destroyed the re- 
mainder of the human race. His history 
is given in Genesis 5-9; he was known 
as a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 
2:5), and is mentioned in Hebrews 11:7 
among the heroes of faith. 

The last member of this trio, Lot, was 
the son of Haran and a nephew of Abra- 
ham. He had many flocks and herds and 
dwelt in Sodom, although he abhorred the 
sinfulness of its inhabitants. Lot and his 
family were saved from Sodom which 
was destroyed by God on account of sin, 
but his wife, looking .back, became a 
pillar of salt. The Ammonites and Mo- 
abites descended from Lot. His history 
is set before us largely in Genesis 19, 
and he lived about 1898 B.C. 

ENOCH 

Looking at Enoch, we behold a vivid 
type of what is known as the Rapture 
of the Church. To appreciate this let 
us pause to note a type which is not 
commonly recognized, that is, the son 
of Enoch, Methuselah. God had re- 
vealed to Enoch earlier in his life that 
the dispensation in which he had lived 
was rapidly drawing to a close. Hence, 
according to Jude 14 and 15, he preached 
a coming judgment when the Lord would 
come with ten thousand of His saints 
to execute judgment upon all. But up 
until the birth of Methuselah the time 
when this judgment should come had 
not been revealed to Enoch. The fact 
of the judgment was familiar to him; 
he had preached it consistently, but 
when he was sixty-five years old God 
gave to him a new revelation concerning 
the exact time when the judgment would 
come. This revelation we find in the 
name of Enoch’s son, Methuselah, which 
means in the Greek “when he is dead 
then it shall come,” or in the Hebrew, 
“while he liveth it [the flood] shall not 
be.” Believing as we do in verbal in- 


“Now all these things,” wrote the 
Apostle Paul, “happened unto them 
for ensamples: and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come” (1 Cor. 
10:11). With this same thought in 
mind, Dr. Lindsey, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Tacoma, Wash., 
spoke on some of the most impor- 
tant Old Testament types at the In- 
ternational Congress on Prophecy 
held last November in New York and 
Philadelphia. In this issue and the 
next The Sunday School Times pub- 
lishes a part of Dr. Lindsey’s address 
at the Congress. 

Thirty-six of the Convention ad- 
dresses, edited by Dr. John W. Brad- 
bury, and including Dr. Lindsey’s 
complete address, have just been 
issued in one volume. (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIl., $3.) 








spiration, this becomes exceedingly sig- 
nificant. God states here not only the 
day of the judgment, but He limits Him- 
self to the life of one man. God here 
promises that as long as Methuselah re- 
mains alive the judgment prophesied by 
Enoch cannot and will not come. It is 
both interesting and significant that Me- 
thuselah died in the very same year the 
Flood came upon the earth. Here we 
have the reason why Methuselah lived 
so long and with it a picture of the long- 
suffering of Almighty God. He had de- 
liberately postponed the judgment of the 
Flood and extended the days of grace 
to give to man another opportunity for 
salvation. For this reason God length- 
ened the days of Methuselah’s life be- 
cause his death meant the end of the 
day of grace. 

Now with this background we can 
better appreciate the picture that Enoch 
presents. Enoch, who walked with God 
for three hundred years in an age of 
growing iniquity and under the proph- 
ecy of coming judgment on a Godless 
world, was suddenly, without previous 
warning either to himself or the world 
in which he walked, translated from 
earth to Heaven. 

The Church, like Enoch, has been 
called of God. The Church likewise is 
to walk in fellowship, with a rejected 
Lord in an age of Spiritual darkness, 
growing materialism, and rank unbelief 
Suddenly, without previous warning 
either to herself or the world wherein 
she walks, and exactly like Enoch, she 
will be “caught up” into the air to meet 
her returning Lord and Master. Let me 
emphasize that Enoch was not left to see 
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world evil rise to a head and the judg- 
ment of God poured forth upon it; so 
the Church will not be left. Like Enoch 
the Church bears witness of the coming 
day of judgment even as Enoch, for we 
read in Jude 14 and 15, “And Enoch also, 
the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches’ which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.” 

The picture is made even more clear ' 
for us by the words of Hebrews 11:5, 
“By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for 
before his translation he had this testi- 
mony, that he pleased God.” 

So it is with the true Church of Jesus 
Christ, which He loved and gave Him- 
self for, and which, even in the midst 
of a world of imperfection, brings joy 
to the heart of God and pleases Him 
Now while we hold in our minds this 
picture, let us move to the second char- 
acter, that of Noah. 


NOAH 


Noah presents to us one of the most 
important of Old Testament characters. 
To begin with, Gentile prediction began 
with Noah’s view of the character and 
destiny of his three sons as the record 
reveals to us in Genesis 9:24-27. Here 
we have the threefold division of hu- 
manity—Ham, father of an inferior and 
servile people; Shem, with his particu- 
lar relation to God; and Japheth, who 
gathers up that which remains. 

Therefore, the importance of Noah 
looms large in the very beginning. Dis- 
pensationally, he is the type of the 
earthly people, Israel, to be carried 
through the flood waves of the great 
tribulation; and also he is often con- 
sidered as a type of the individual called 
out of the world and of the first creation 
carried through the judgment of the 
Cross. But Noah is much more than this. 
He presents vividly an illustration of 
the twofoldness of that coming which 
shall inaugurate the day of judgment. 
Noah was called into the ark and the 
door was shut. Remember that the 
world did not know the summons from 
Heaven had come till the elect family 
had disappeared from sight. Meanwhile 
the world went on marrying and giving 
in marriage, eating and drinking in un- 
broken lust and sin. Then at last the 
storm of judgment broke, sweeping away 
the workers of iniquity. Now it is this 
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very fact to which our blessed Lord 
bears testimony and which is recorded 
both in Luke 17 and Matthew 24, “And 
as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. 
They did eat, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them 
all” (Luke 17:26, 27). 

Now you will observe there are two 
parts to this tremendous event, first the 
secret taking away of the family, num- 
bering eight (the chosen, the resurrec- 
tion family); and second, the outward 
downpour and the lightning flash of 
judgment. A very detailed picture of 
this is given to us in Matthew's account: 

“But of that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only. But as the days of 
Noe were, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the 
fiood came, and took them all away: so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be. Then shall two be in the field; the 
one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Tw6 women shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left. Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. But know this, that if the good- 
man of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suf- 
fered his house to be broken up. There- 
fore be ye also ready: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh. 

“Who then is a faithful and wise serv- 
vant, whom his lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to gives them meat 
in due season? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. Verily I say unto you, 
That he shall make him ruler over all 
his goods. But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming; and shall begin to smite his 
fellowservants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken; the lord of that serv- 
ant shall come in a day when he look- 
eth not for him, and in an hour that he 
is not aware of, and shall cut him asun- 
der, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 24:36-51). 

How could the picturé be made more 
clear or vivid? Here, painted before 
our very eyes, is a world given over to 
the flesh and then suddenly, without 
any previous warning, the Church is to 
be called out and the door forever shut. 
The world will not understand nor know 
that the door of Heaven has been open 
and the Church has answered the sum- 
mons to “come up hither,” until the 
Church has disappeared from sight. So 
engrossed will the world be in the things 
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of the flesh that it will continue in its 
selfish, self-centered living until at last 
the heavens will open and the Lord will 
utter His glorious voice and judgment 
will fall with vengeance. This is the 
picture that Noah so clearly presents 
for all of us. 
Lot 

You will remember the series of events 
that caused Lot and Abraham to part 
company, and how Lot chose the plains 
after the ‘sight of his eyes, walking by 
sight rather than by faith. With the 
succeeding steps Lot proved to be a 
type of the worldly Christian, for in 
rapid succession we see Lot pitching his 
tent toward Sodom, later’ entering 
Sodom and making it his home, and at 
last becoming an officeholder sitting in 
the gate, a man who had lost his testi- 
mony. Then to that terrible city of sin 
the Lord sent His angels, snatching him 
out im the early morning before the day 
broke and just before flaming judgment 
fell on the city. It is significant to note 
that the judgment was withheld from 
Sodom until Lot was brought out of it. 
In other words, Lot, unfaithful, unspir- 
itual man that he was, held back the 
judgment from guilty Sodom. Here we 
have a picture of one side of the Church. 
Like Lot there is a side that lives in 
the world; a side that repudiates the 
uncleanness of the world and seeks to 
make it better; a side that tries to purify 
politics and reform: the evil; in short, 
that side that tries to make a doomed 
Sodom world the abode of decency and 
morals. But regardless of this side of 
the Church, the picture is here that the 
whole Church suddenly will be “laid 
hold on” by the power of God and 
snatched out of the world. 

Then in flaming might the fiery judg- 
ment of God will fall, destroying the 
wealth, the culture, the sin of the Sodom 
world. The facts then presented are 
twofold: first, like Lot, the Church as 
long as she is in it holds back judg- 
ment from the world; second, like Lot, 
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the Church must be snatched out of the 
world before the judgment falls. 

Now this is not a matter of specula- 
tion, for on the testimony of the Lord 
Jesus Himself we are told, “Likewise 
also as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. Even thus shall 
it be in the day when the Son of man 
is revealed” (Luke 17: 28-30). 

Then follows a detailed description 
very similar to that of Matthew in con- 
nection with the days of Noah, thereby 
definitely linking the two together: 

“In that day, he which shall be upon 
the housetop, and his stuff in the house, 
let him not come down to take it away: 
and he that is in the field, let him like- 
wise not return back. Remember Lot’s 
wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his 
life shall lose it; and whosoever shall 
lose his life shall preserve it. I tell you, 
in that nighf there shall be two men 
in one bed: the one shall be taken, and 
the other shall be left. Two women 
shall be grinding together; the one Shall 
be taken, and the other left. Two men 
shall be in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left. And they 
answered and said unto him, Where, 


Lord? And he said unto them, Where- ° 


soever the body is, thither will the eagles 
be gathered together” (Luke 17: 31-37). 

This is the unforgettable picture that 
Lot presents. Stubborn and willful in- 
deed must be the individual who can 
close his eyes to such a clear picture of 
future events relating to the Church and 
judgment as that portrayed by the types 
of Enoch, Noah, and Lot. Men may not 
always understand what they read, but 
here portrayed in unmistakable clear- 
ness not once, but three times is the 
record of that which God has eternally 
written for the future. How can wis- 
dom ignore this? 

(To be continued) 


Something more than a good start in the Christian life 


“But his bow abode in strength, 
and the arms of his hands were made 
strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob” (Gen. 49:24). 


HE discovery of gunpowder changed 
everything in warfare, but for thou- 
sands of years the bow and arrow were 
men’s chief weapons, and very good 
weapons they were, as Agincourt and 
Crecy and a hundred other battlefields 
proved. Battles were won by longbow- 
men and crossbowmen. Much depended 
upon the bow, upon its strength and 
1From “A Bruised Reed,” by Dr. Thomas A. 
Lambie. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; $2.50.) 
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proper resiliency. When not in use, the 
bow was always unbent so that it would 
retain its strength and its ability to 
come back straight against the pull of 
the string. Even in Christian work we 
sometimes need to relax—to “come apart 
and rest a while.” 

The English bow was made of yew 
wood. As sufficient yew did not grow 
in England, those who imported baled 
goods from Spain often included three 
yew staves with each bale of goods. 
The Anferican Indians probably used 
hickory wood for making bows; the 
Ethiopians used bamboo. * 
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It took a strong man to bend a strong 
bow. The arrow used in England, 
known as a “clothyard shaft,” was a yard 
long with wing feathers of the gray 
goose, and was made by flecheurs (the 
original of the name “Fletcher”), the 
arrowmakers, just as the bowyers were 
the bowmen. 

No matter how carefully the bow was 
unstrung, nor how carefully it was oiled 
and wrapped, still it tended in time to 
become weak and to lose its resiliency, 
due to its gradual drying out and the 
hardening of the resins in the cells of 
the wood. It had not the right kind of 
strength for shooting arrows. 

This is also true of Christian workers. 
They start well. Their lives are pure 
and sweet and strong for Christ, but 
little by little they let down, they lose 
their power. Their bow does not “abide 
in strength.” King Solomon began his 
reign well, but ended weak and useless. 
On the other hand, the Prophet Elisha 
was one whose bow abode in strength. 
Even when on his deathbed, Elisha was 
one of that band of very few almost 
perfect characters in the Bible. He sum- 
moned the king of Israel to bring bow 
and arrows and to open the window. 
Then the old prophet placed his hands 
on the king’s hands over the bow and 
over the arrow and he told the king 
to shoot an arrow. What a touching 
scene—the old graybeard leaning from 
the bed to place his gnarled and knotted 
hands, the hands that had been serving 
his God for many years and were still 
serving Him, upon the king’s weak 
hands—a picture of Christ’s hands upon 
ours, upon that steering wheel, that sew- 
ing machine, that drill press, that foun- 
tain pen. Our hands are weak and 
uncertain, His strong and sure. When 
thus guided the arrows that we shoot 
are indeed arrows’ of the Lord’s deliv- 
erance. There is no uncertainty when 
His hands are on ours, but we have the 
ability to shoot straight and far. 

In the days of chivalry, the yard-long 
shaft had to be pulled back to the 
archer’s ear, and the last span was the 
hardest pull. As the archer bent it far- 
ther and farther, the pull of the bow 
was terrific, but it was the ability to 
pull it completely back that gave the 
arrow power to go a long distance and 
pierte armor. The archer’s muscles, as 
well as the archer’s bow, must abide in 
strength. Only thus could the victory 
be won. 

How many times some weakness, like 
worry or lack of faith, saps the Chris- 
tian’s strength. When worry enters the 
heart, faith flies. The Apostle Paul 
writes, “In nothing be anxious; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). A 
missionary in Palestine has a cryptic 
motto in the entrance hall, “Why pray 
when you can worry?” The opposite 
is true, “Why worry when you can 


pray!” 
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Another cause of the Christian’s weak- 
ened bow is unconfessed sin. This is 
like a termite that, if permitted, will 
eat the heart out of the very best bow 
in the world. We cannot have a strong 
bow when unconfessed sin is gnawing 
at the bow’s heart. 

Pride will also weaken the bow, for 
“God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble” (Jas. 4:6). 

Lack of. faith in God will render the 
bow practically useless. Even our Lord 
could do no mighty work in Nazareth 
“because of their unbelief.” Faith in 
God is the sure key to unlock the store- 
house of power. “This is the victory that 


overcometh the world, even our faith” 
(1 John 5:4). 
Caleb, the Hebrew general, was a 


man whose bow abode in strength. Pro- 
longed residence of the Canaanites in 
Hebron served to increase our respect 
for Caleb. It was at Kirjath-arba, in 
Hebron, that the twelve spies sent from 
Kadesh-barnea saw gigantic men Re- 
cently in Hebron I sat with the mayor 
and saw ten or twelve enormous men 
file in and gravely shake hands with 
me. They were all very tall and strong 
—giants still seem to live in Hebron. 

Ten of the spies were much alarmed 
and brought back their terror to Israel 
at Kadesh-barnea. They brought some 
wonderful grapes from Hebron (Eschol’s 
grapes). But the terror in their words 
and in their hearts had more influence 
upon the Israelites than the magnificent 
bunch of grapes or the soothing, reassur- 
ing words of Joshua and Caleb. The ten 
spies had useless bows, and they per- 
ished in the Arabian’ desert with all of 
their generation, except only Joshua and 
Caleb. These two men lived beyond 
their eighty-fifth birthdays, and passed 
over Jordan into the Promised Land. 
The Israelites were afraid of the He- 
bron giants. We can almost hear them 
say, “Why cause a lot of needless bleod- 
shed and endanger our lives?” 


Not so Caleb; his bow abode in 
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strength. He looked over those pleasant 
hills “flowing with milk and honey,” and 
he thought of those giants as grasshoppers 
in the sight of God’s mighty power. He 
said to Joshua, “Now this place that we 
visited together with those craven spies, 
the place where Abraham, our ancestor, 
once lived, and where those giants stil] 
live, give it to me and I will conquer it, 
or I will die in the attempt; God will 
help me, and I would like to challenge 
this mountain in the Lord. He will give 
me victory.” 

Oh, wonderful old warrior for the 
truth, for God and His faithfulness! God 
will not disappoint a faith like that 
Caleb’s bow abode in strength, and He- 
bron became his inheritance when he 
had driven out the giants. 

King David describes the man whose 
faith in God made him “like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water” (Psa 
1:3). Sere and brown and fruitless were 
other trees, but this one tree was green 
and fruitful. It may have been an old 
tree, but mere age did not matter 

When other trees shriveled and 
because of lack of nourishment, it con- 
tinued to bear abundant crops of de- 
licious fruit. Its boughs abode - in 
strength. God wants us to be like that 
tree, not one eking out a bare existence 
with little or no fruit, but a tree that 
grows better and better all the time, 
putting forth its green leaves and sweet 
fruit because of its hidden resources un- 
derground. God wants us to, have these 
resources, too. If our life is hid with 
Christ in God, our bow will continually 
abide in strength. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was never too 
tired Himself to refresh another, never 
too thirsty Himself to fail to give a drink 
of living water to a Sychar woman. He 
was never.too pained to think of others, 
but always abiding in strength. 

God, make us like Him 
HASHEMITE 


died 


BETHLEHEM, KINGDOM OF 


THE JORDAN. 


Decorations for the Primary Room 


Inexpensive accessories that add charm and color to otherwise dull classrooms 


ORKERS in the Primary Depart- 

ment as a rule take particular 
pride in making their room as attrac- 
tive as possible, and many are the un- 
usual and beautiful effects in decorat- 
ing that have been achieved. Some of 
these decorative ideas have transformed 
bare, ugly basement rooms into a bower 
of beauty. Here are a few ideas that 
have been successfully used, and with- 
out too great a cash outlay. 

In one department, where the classes 
are placed against the outside walls of 
the basement room, screens have been 
made to separate the groups and to pro- 
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vide a degree of privacy for each class 
These screens are simple affairs, home- 
made, with the leaves of plywood. This 
provides a wall space for pinning up pic- 
tures, charts, or other things that help 
the class. When not in use, or when the 
space is needed for something else, the 
screens are easily unhooked from the 
wall and stored away. The bare wall 
itself is decorated with a frieze, which 
greatly adds to the appearance of the 
spot. This frieze carries out something 
symbolic of the month and is changed 
frequently. The teachers together de- 
cide what the theme shall be, and then 
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each works out her own ideas. Below 
the frieze are placed hooks for hats 
and coats. 

Another enthusiastic worker has, for 
a long time, depended upon crepe paper 
and paper napkins to supply her with 
needed material for brightening her 
room. Motifs are cut from the napkins 
and used on the burlap frieze, which 
goes around the room, or, it may be, a 
roll of crepe paper will furnish just 
what she wants. 

One interesting room had screens made 
from discarded shutters taken from an 
old house. These were hinged, two or 
three to a screen, then painted a soft 
tan. The screens could be placed around 
a class and so form a private room, which 
makes teaching much easier for the 
teacher and listening easier for the chil- 
dren. ‘ 

One very ugly basement room had its 
floor space broken by numerous pillars. 
It was not too difficult to enlist the help 
of some of the fathers and have these 
posts enclosed in square boxes. These 
provided an excellent space on which to 
hang seasonal posters or other decora- 
tions. 

In another school, where a somewhat 
similar condition existed, the posts had 
a band of coarse-mesh netting set about 
six feet from the ground, and flower 
pots containing vines were attached to 
the netting. This helped transform an 
ugly room into one that had great charm. 

In one room set aside for the children, 
the ceiling was very high; it gave the 
room a cold, unlovely appearance. The 
workers made a drop ceiling by weav- 
ing strips of heavy canvas from wall to 
wall, and at each intersection fastening 
a paper flower. It made an amazing lot 
of difference in the appearance of the 
room. 

In another room, all the little chairs 
had a slipcover on the back. These were 
made by the mothers and teachers work- 
ing together. Unbleached muslin, bound 
in blue, and a little figure outlined in 
blue on each made them attractive. 

At least one part of an otherwise dingy 
room is bright and cheerful. Across the 
front there is a wide strip of canvas. 
This is edged top and bottom with nar- 
row, wooden molding. The frieze is 
kept bright with pictures and posters, 
each having a seasonal or topical inter- 
est. For example, during February 
there was a border of bright red hearts 
across the top. Then appeared pictures 
of Lincoln and Washington, and across 
the bottom was a row of valentines. 
These were distributed as attendance 
awards on the Sunday nearest the four- 
teenth. The children have learned to 
expect something new at frequent inter- 
vals—not every Sunday though, because 
that might take away the interest. 

In one schoolroom there is always a 
beautiful framed picture for the chil- 
dren to admire. This hangs in the front of 
the room, The back of the frame is 
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hinged so that the picture may be 
changed in order to always have one that 
may contribute something to the lesson. 

Fresh curtains will add to the appear- 
ance of a room, and today, when it is 
possible to get so many pretty designs 
in plastic, there is little excuse for hav- 
ing soiled or dingy curtains at the win- 
dows. 

What about flower boxes or plants on 
the window ledge? These will always 
add beauty to a room. A jar of wild 
bittersweet berries will bring brightness 
to a room for many weeks. Milkweed 
pods, spindle bush berries, and a num- 
ber of other wild flowers and grasses 
make good all winter bouquets if prop- 
erly cared for. 

Brightness and beauty belong in the 
Primary classrooms, or any place where 
children gather. Can you make your 
meeting place more attractive? 

MIAMI, FLA. 
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“Assassins in the Name of God” 


(Continued from second page) 


Klagenfurt, Austria, and in that of Salz- 
burg; in Italy, in a half dozen places, 
including the Franciscan monastery of 
Modena. The Institute St. Jerome at 
Rome opened its protecting doors to the 
infamous cutthroats Luburitch and Dra- 
gonovitch. In Paris and Bavaria were 
found other ecclesiastical cities of refuge 
for these thugs. 

The Charter of the United Nations 
proclaims its faith in the rights of man, 
yet today, among its member nations, 
reside in peace the assassins of hundreds 
of thousands of inoffensive people. 

Such scandalous impunity is an insult 
to the conscience of the whole world. 
It makes derisory the Convention by 
the Assembly General of the United 
Nations for the Repression of Genocide. 

That Archbishop Stepinac, then, was 
in cahoots with the Croat murderers 
is obvious enough. Yet he is now rep- 
resented as a martyr. It is Asop’s fable 
of the lamb fouling the water of the 
drinking wolf upstream. Cardinal Spell- 
man has gone so far as to name a Cath- 
olic high school in New York after this 
“martyr.” 

The Pope, on his part, has made him 
a cardinal. Those who are trying to 
bring about diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican do so on the ground that the 
Vatican is exceptionally well informed 
of what is going on world over, and that 
we could benefit by this knowledge. We 
can then assume that Pius XII has all 
along known about these hideous mas- 
sacres. But we do not have to assume 
anything. In the Washington Post, Feb- 
ruary 21, 1943, that is nearly two years 
after massacre began, Pius XII sent a 
New Year’s telegram of good wishes to 
Pavelitch. A despatch to the Catholic 
press from the officia] National Catholic 
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News Service, dated October 12, 1942, 
and copied in all Catholic newspapers 
in the United States, read: “Among 
positive changes the Curia hails with 
satisfaction the change in France [to 
Petain-Vichy government], a_ greater 
stability in the present [Franco] govern- 
ment in Spain, and Catholic determina- 
tion in Slovakia and Croatia.” By this 
he meant what the Ustashi Gutich meant 
when he said, “We have bettered the 
statistics in favor of the [Catholic] 
Croats.” Pavelitch’s words were, “After 
us, there will be a territory racially 
Croat, which we leave as a heritage to 
our people.” 

Overbreeding in Italy, Quebec, Ire- 
land! Massacre in Croatia! In both ways 
Catholic “statistics are bettered.” 

Nothing wickeder has come from the 
Vatican since Gregory XIII struck his 
triumph medal and ordered a Te Deum 
to commemorate the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew’s night. In one of the cor- 
ridors of the Vatican there is still a 
fresco commemorating this Hugonotorum 
strages. Pius XII must often pass by it. 

The Lord Jesus called Jerusalem of 
the Pharisees the Apokteinousa, the 
Murderers (Matt. 23:37). How vastly 
more is Rome worthy of the name! 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
much disturbed about Tito’s visit to Eng- 
land, as if the various restrictions on 
Romanism and kindly imprisonment of 
Stepinac constituted persecution. Strain- 
ing out the gnat! These English cleri- 
cals consider theirs “a bridge-church” 


between Rome and Protestantism. All 


bridges should be burned which point 
toward Rome, even the tentative pon- 
toons which Samuel] Cavert’s World 
Council of Churches throws Romeward. 

Why, indeed, did this World Council 
prior to its initial and “colorful” Amster- 
dam session, invite the Apokteinousa to 
join its meetings? Why did it not sum- 
mon it to the bar of judgment on its 
unspeakable cruelties a few years pre- 
viously? 

Theological liberals seem unable to 
learn. Mr. Rockefeller rebuilt the Rheims 
Cathedral. A group of Danish Luther- 
ans have just sent 50,000 crowns to Car- 
dinal Innitzer towards rebuilding St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna. Cardinal 
Innitzer received Hitler effusively when 
he came as conqueror to Austria on his 
later way to destroy Serbia and to con- 
secrate the Croat murder state. 

These Croats have been the shock 
troops of Austrian Jesuitism, and their 
clergy-leaders were all ordained in the 
line down which the Holy Spirit is sup- 
posed to travel by the laying on of 
episcopal hands. What a lesson for 
naive church unionists! 

M. Lauriére’s “Assassins in the Name 
of God” should have immediate trans- 
lation and publication in English. It is 
the most relentless indictment in recent 
times of that clericalism which Gam- 
betta long ago called “the enemy.” 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought: 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Union is headed by Brig. General 

Hayes Kroner, a devout officer. The 
Union aims to encourage members in 
regular prayer, Bible study, and Chris- 
tian witness. It works with the chap- 
lains in the service and with local 
churches when possible. It is informally 
affiliated with a similar group in the 
British Army. 

One interest is the religious life of 
cadets at West Point, Annapolis, and the 
Coast Guard Academy in New London. 
General Sir Arthur Smith, K.C.B., of the 
English officers’ group, held meetings 
last fall in these schools and at the 
Pentagon, at Fort Monroe, at the Ar- 
mored Center, Fort Knox, and with the 
Marine forces at Quantico, Va. The 
Union maintains a book service for 
friends with lists of recommended read- 
ing; also a Directory Service to keep 
officers in touch with each other. “Daily 
Notes on Scripture” are used widely by 
officers and are sent free of charge to 
army men desiring them. 

One gets notes such as this: “A num- 
ber of lieutenants, who have recently 
reported for duty at Ft. Benning, have 
been meeting for a very profitable Bible 
study, Wednesday evenings.” 

And this: Lieut. Elisabeth Daggett 
narrowly escaped from a plane she was 
co-piloting, failing to find the ripcord 
until she was just a few hundred feet 
from the ground. We praise the Lord 


rr 


for her escape! 


Te United States Christian Officers’ 


From the officers’ publication this com- 
ment fixes its point of view: 

“There is only one thing in the world 
that every human being can do, and that 
is to believe. The rich can believe and 
so can the poor. The sick and weak 
can trust and so can the strong and well. 
The blind can believe and the sighted 
also. The uneducated can believe and 
the educated can do no more. God asks 


for faith, a true faith, a faith that be- 


lieves His Word. 

“He does not ask for money, for many 
have none. He does not ask for service 
for salvation, for no one has sufficient 
merit to be entitled to such a large pay- 
ment as the gift of Heaven. If God 
should put redemption, forgiveness, and 
salvation on any other basis than that 
of simple faith, then the entire human 
race would be shut out. But having 
put the gift of eternal life on the basis 
of receiving by believing, the whole hu- 
man race is included and invited to 
accept it. Our God is a good God.” 

Let me add that in the Union’s mem- 
bership is Korean Chaplain P. C. Sun 
of Pusan, Korea. He writes: -“I worked 
eleven months with the naval cadets in 


Chin Hae. There are about a hundred 
Christians among them. Now I am with 
the Marines at headquarters. We have 
worship every Sunday morning with 150 
present, among them Chief of Staff, Col. 
K. J. Sik and General K. S. Bum, with 
many other officers. . . . I visit in hos- 
pitals, hospital ships, and army prisons.” 


Mr. Noel Smith of the Baptist Bible 
Tribune, Box 106, Springfield, Mo., exposes 
theological rottenness in the Southern 
Baptist machine (“Should a_ Bible- 
Believing Baptist Support the Coopera- 
tive Program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention?” 50 cents). On pages 40ff., 
he quotes N. S. Ferré on the birth of 
Christ. Ferré, who long was professor 
in Andover-Newton Theological School 
and recipient of salary from Andover 
endowments, sets forth a suppositious 
Nazi explanation of the origin of Jesus: 

“Mary was found pregnant before her 
engagement to mild Joseph. Nazareth 
was hard by a Roman garrison, where 
the soldiers were German mercenaries. 
Jesus is also reported (in the history of 
art) to have been blond. Hence Jesus 
must have been the child of a German 
soldier. After all, the (Nazi) claim de- 
velops, such is the experience of many 
girls near military camps... . 

“Such an interpretation has been made 
of His life, and who can deny that such 
a conjecture could be true? ,.. 

“The birth stories are, to be sure, most 
improbable on other grounds, and, per- 
haps for this reason, the simplest thing 
to believe may be that Joseph was the 
natural father of Jesus. Certainly it 
seems queer for Joseph to have taken 
along an unmarried girl, nine months 
pregnant, on such a hazardous trip as 
to Bethlehem for the sake of paying any 
taxes.” 

Dr. Ferré was invited, in 1947, to de- 
liver the Gay lectures at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, lectures 
published by Harpers under the almost 
ironical title of “Pillars of the Faith.” 

Certainly the rabbis will rub their 
hands delightedly on reading this. It is 
the thick end of the Voltairean edge, the 
thin edge being the translation, “a young 
woman,” in Isaiah 7:14 of the Revised 
Standard Version. 


“The family that prays together, stays 
together” is a current maxim among 
Roman Catholics. A testimony of Mrs. 
Rogers, the wife of the entertainer, Roy 
Rogers (published in the Bible Society 
Record), runs along this line. She says: 

“There is one book that you will find 
in every room of our home, and that is 
the Bible. No copy is uncut or idle or 
put there merely te help fill a shelf. . It 
fulfills a daily need for each and all 
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of us, and we are trying to learn to use 
it well. 

“There’s our big old-fashioned family 
Bible, for one. We've discovered that 
the old-time custom of family Bible 
reading can be a modern joy, too. Roy, 
Cheryl, Linda Lou, Dusty, and I gather 
around for prayer, and we take turns at 
reading a passage from the Bible, what- 
ever passage the reader selects. I can’t 
tell you how much it stresses the close- 
ness of our family group to do this, how 
strong and closely knit a feeling it gives. 
Here in a habit that was elementary in 
our ancestors we have found the kind of 
spiritual warmth that every family seeks. 

“Each of us has his own copy, too— 
from Dusty’s big book of illustrated 
Bible stories to the pocket-size ones 
that Roy and I carry with us wherever 
we go. 

“Working on a television or movie 
set, you often have long waits between 
scenes, time to be passed until you are 
called to work again. I have learned 
to keep a Bible in my dressing room, 
and often read it during those periods. 
It is not a chore, but a comfort, not a 
duty, but a joy. 

“We know how Charles Laughton 
went from hospital to hospital, reading 
its words to our wounded veterans, find- 
ing an eager audience undreamed of, 
for such elocution. This is only one in- 
stance of the renewed search and hunger 
for spiritual strength which is turning 
more and more of us back to the great- 
est Book of all... .” 


The National Council of Churches has 
issued “A Letter to the Christian People of 
America.” As usual, it deals in generalities. 
“The publication of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible is a basic con- 
tribution of the Council to the prophetic 
mission of the church.” Then it con- 
tinues: “Religion must be placed at the 
heart of highest education. Our church- 
related colleges must be much more 
than formally Christian. Some of them 
we must recapture from an almost com- 
plete secularism.” 

Yes, “we must,” but how, and when, 
are you going to take steps toward that 
end? We may safely say, Never. 

Again, “The reverent reading of selec- 
tions from the Bible in public school 
assemblies, or classes, would make an im- 
portant contribution toward deepening 
awareness of God.” No doubt! But 
what we want to know is when the 
National Council of Churches will lead 
off in such a program. This “Letter to 
the Christian People of America” re- 
peats the old boast of a thirty-five mil- 
lion membership. From such a mobil- 
ization one should look for action. 





548 (8) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


June 20, 1953 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JULY 5. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE OF GOD 
Romans 1 to 3; printed text, 1:8-17; 2:1, 2; 3:21, 22a 


Golden Text.—For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth_—Rom. 1:16 


THe KiNG JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ 
for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit 
in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make men- 
tion of you always in my prayers; 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come 
unto you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by 
the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let 
hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles. 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 


15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

Chap. 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, who- 
soever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest 
the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according 
to truth against them which commit such things. 

Chap. 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





both to the wise, and to the unwise. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Tex importance of the Epistle . to 
the Romans as a compendium of 
basic Christian doctrine cannot be 
exaggerated. John Calvin declared that 
“when any one gains a knowledge of 
this Epistle, he has an entrance opened 
to him to all the most hidden treasures 
of Scripture.” More recently Godet has 
stated that “in studying the epistle to 
the Romans we feel ourselves at every 
word face to face with the unfathom- 
able.” Those who are privileged to study 
this portion of Scripture (and it is the 
privilege of every child of God, if he 
will only avail himself of it) will be 
out of their depth many times, but it is 
wonderful water to swim in (Ezek. 
47:5). We shall appreciate Peter’s quaint 
reference to Paul’s writings, that there 
are “some things hard to be understood” 
(2 Pet. 3:16). But the compensation for 
those who submit to the mental and 
spiritual discipline will be great indeed. 
Luther called it “the very purest Gos- 
pel,” and secommended learning it by 
heart. 

When at the height of his campaign 
in Ephesus, Paul had said, “I must also 
see Rome” (Acts 19:21). At this writing 
his desire had not yet been fulfilled 
(Rom. 1:10; 15:22). It was in expecta- 
tion of an early realization of his wish 
that he wrote this Epistle to the Roman 
saints. The indications are that it was 
written from Corinth in late 56 or early 
57 (Ramsay), on that journey to Jeru- 
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salem which issued in his arrest. His 
longing to visit Rome was not granted 
for three years, and then he arrived 
as a prisoner, not as a free evangelist 
on his way to Spain, as he had antici- 
pated (Rom. 15:24). 

How the church in Rome was estab- 
lished is still a question. It is true that 
there were “sojourners from Rome” in 
Jerusalem on that great day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:10, A.S.V.), and one would ex- 
pect that they carried back to Rome a 
report of all that they had heard and 
seen. But these were doubtless Jews, 
and they would hardly account for such 
a strong Gentile element in the church 
at Rome as is indicated in the Epistle. 
It may be that some of Paul’s own con- 
verts were witnessing in Rome long be- 
fore he reached there. At any rate, his 
Letter was a preparation for that per- 
sonal visit which the apostle anticipated, 
and it shows his great affection for 
saints everywhere, and his eagerness to 
promote the Gospel by every means. 


Verse by Verse 

Rom. 1:8.—“First, I thank my God... 
that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.” The gracious spirit 
of Paul appears immediately. What hap- 
pened in Rome was “world news,” and 
this was equally true in the Christian 
community. 

Verse 9.—“Without ceasing I make 
mention of you always in my prayers.” 
First thanks, then prayer. How com- 
prehensive was Paul in his prayer min- 
istry, including churches that he had 
never seen! Nor was it spasmodic 
prayer, but prayer “without ceasing” (1 


Thess. 5:17). Notice the phrases “in my 
spirit” (Gr.), and “in the gospel”—the 
organ and the sphere of the service. 

Verse 10—“If . .. I might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God 
to come unto you.” The phrase, “I might 
have a prosperous journey,” is one word 
in the Greek. Wycliffe phrased. it, “have 
a spedi wey.” But Paul wanted only 
the will of God. See how the prayer 
was answered (Acts 27 and 28). 

Verse 11.—“For I long to see you. that 
I may impart unto you some spiritual 
gift.” It is a question whether he was 
referring to such “gifts” as are dealt 
with in 1 Corinthians 12. or to some ad- 
vance in their spiritual experience and 
sanctification. One thing is sure, the 
end in view is their establishment in the 
faith. 

Verse 12.—“That I may be comforted 
together with you.” Blessing is not a 
One-way street. Paul anticipates a 
strengthening of his own spirit in fellow- 
ship with the saints at Rome. 

Verse 13.—“Oftentimes I purposed to 
come ... that I might have some fruit 
among you also.” Rome had been in 
Paul’s mind in all his planning, but the 
will of God had ruled it out so far. Here 
is a third reason for his desire—he covets 
trophies from all parts of the Gentile 
world. 

Verse 14—“I am debtor... Greeks... 
Barbarians .. . wise . . . unwise.” See 
Paul’s deep sense of obligation. He in- 
cludes the whole race in this category 
“according to (1) divisions of language, 
(2) degrees of culture” (Sanday and 
Headlam). 
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Verse 15.—“So ...I1 am ready.” Here 
is the logic of obligation: “I am debtor, 
so I any ready.” 

Verse 16.—‘“For I am not ashamed ... 
the power of God- unto salvation 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
No sense of shame entered to hinder Paul 
from fulfilling his obligation. The Gos- 
pel was an instrument of power ade- 
quate to human need. When faith 
opened a life to its operation, salvation 
resulted, whether it were a religious 
Jew or a cultured Greek. Notice that 
Jewish priority did not diminish the 
right of the Greek. Both are alike ob- 
jects of grace in Christ Jesus, and alike 
amenable to this “power of God.” 

Verse 17.—“The righteousness of God 


revealed from faith to faith. . The 
just shall live by faith.” If Law revealed 
the righteousness of God, much more 


did the Gospel. But here this vast thing, 
the righteousness of God, is being made 
over to men on the basis of faith. It 
is an amazing conception! The quota- 
tion is from Habakkuk 2:4, and appears 
in Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38. 
It became the watchword of the Refor- 
mation in the sixteenth century. 

Chap. 2:1.—“Therefore thou art inex- 
cusable ... that judgest: for ... thou 
condemnest thyself.” Here the moralist 
is in view, ready to condemn the con- 
duct of others, but blind to like prac- 
tices in himself. Compare Matthew 7: 1-5. 

Verse 2.—The judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth.” God does not judge 
on the ground of privilege, nor will pre- 
tended piety blind His eyes. He demands 
reality, and truth will out before His 
bar. 

Chap. 3:21.—“Righteousness of God 
without the law . .. witnessed by the 
law and the prophets” The Law de- 
manded righteousness, but could not be- 
stow it, yet it bore witness, along with 
the prophets, to the bestowed righteous- 
ness of the Gospel. As examples of this 
witness, see Genesis 15:6 and Habakkuk 
2:4, already quoted. The phrase “the 
law and the prophets” was used to in- 
dicate the entire Old Testament, as an 
abbreviation of “the law, the prophets, 
and the writings.” 

Verse 22.—“Even the righteousness of 
God ... by faith of Jesus Christ.” The 
righteousness of God is one. “By faith 
of Jesus Christ” declares the method by 
which it becomes the possession of men. 
Here is “gospel” indeed! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The three sections of the printed por- 
tion of this week’s lesson are rather un- 
related without what comes between. I 
suggest that the teacher follow the apos- 
tle’s development of his theme—‘the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith” (1:17). 

Logically the apostle begins by show- 
ing the need for such a bestowed right- 
eousness, apart from which all men 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. June 28.—Paul’s Joy in Christ. Philippians 


Next Week's Lesson 
2. July 12.—A Pattern of Christian 
Behavior Romans 6:1-14; 12 








stand condemned.. First, he presents the 
case of the heathen ‘in their terrible de- 
generacy and reprobacy, given up to un- 
cleanness, to vile passions, and to a mind 
incapable of right judgments (1:18-32). 
Next, he shows the condemnation of 
the moralist, who is persuaded of his 
right to judge others, but who therein 
condemns himself as guilty of like of- 
fenses (2:1-16). It is in this connection 
that Paul defines the three great prin- 
ciples of divine judgment—according to 
truth (2:2), according to deeds (2:6), 
and “by Jesus Christ according to my 
gospel” (2:16). After this we are shown 
the condemnation of the Jew (2:17 to 
3:8), whose very light has become dark- 
ness through unbelief. Finally all are 
gathered together in a common judg- 
ment (3:9-19). 

This is one of the saddest and blackest 
pictures in the whole Bible, but it is the 
background against which the apostle 
presents the wonderful grace of God in 


providing a righteousness for guilty, 
condemned men. Notice the sudden 


change with the words “But now” in 
3:21. Into the darkness the light shines 
—not the flashing of destructive light- 
ning, but the glorious dawn of the day 
of salvation. It is not the righteousness 
of God appearing in judgment upon the 
sinner, but the righteousness of God being 
made available to the sinner. Such a 
conception was not the imagination of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE was Paul when he first ex- 
pressed his purpose to visit Rome? 
2. What prompted Paul to 
the Christians in Rome? 


3. What is the great theme 
Epistle to the Romans? 


write to 


of the 


4. What three reasons does Paul give 
for his desire to visit Rome? 


5. Into what categories did Paul divide 
the world in relation to his Gospel obli- 
gation? 


6. What verse became the watchword 
of the Reformation? 


7. What groups does Paul show to be 


‘ guilty before God? 


8. How does Paul demonstrate the lost 
condition of the heathen world? 

9. What principles of divine judgment 
does Paul declare? 


10. Is the doctrine of justification by 
faith new to the New Testament? 


(Answers on page 555) 
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man. It could come only by revelation 
from God Himself. 
Notice what Paul has to say about this 


righteousness of God for unrighteous 
men: 
1. It is apart from the Law (3:21). 


The Law expressed the requirements of 
a righteous God with regard to the con- 
duct of His people, but it was “weak 
through the flesh” (Rom. 8:3), and could 
neither produce nor bestow what it de- 
manded. Here, then, it is set aside as an 
instrument of righteousness. 

2. It is witnessed by the Law and the 
prophets (3:21). The Old Testament 
Scriptures are not wanting in witness 
to the bestowal of righteousness. Paul 
will yet show that this concept of right- 
eousness as a gift is not new. Abraham- 
knew it; David knew it; the prophets 
knew it. . 

3. It is “by faith of Jesus Christ” (3: 
22). Jesus Christ is the Mediator of this 
gift-righteousness, so that it becomes 
ours through faith in Him. 

4. It is without discrimination (3:22, 
23). Since all are guilty and under con- 
demnation, there is no privileged group. 
This righteousness is available to all 
equally, on the same ground. 

5. It is the gift of grace (3:24). Merit 
has no place in its bestowal, but it is 
altogether attributable to the loving 
favor of God. 

6. It is secured for men through the 
redeeming work of Christ (3:24, 25). 

7. Its bestowal is therefore a matter of 
complete justice as well as grace (3:26). 

These things should be pondered until 
our hearts are “lost in wonder, love, and 
praise.” 

Outline of the Lesson 
I. The apostolic attitude to the Gospel 
(Rom. 1: 14-17) 
2. The universal need of the Gospel (1: 
18 to 3:20) ° 
(1) The heathen world (1: 18-32) 
(2) The moralist (2:1-16) 
(3) The Jew (2:17 to 3:8) 
(4) All (3:9-20) 
3. The glorious heart of the Gospel (3: 


21-26) 


Topics for Development 

A dark picture. The Bible does not 
flatter men. True, it claims for us a high 
origin, as created in the image of God, 
and offers to us a glorious destiny as 
“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ.” Nevertheless the picture it pre- 
sents of us as sinners is appalling. Take 
as an example Paul’s portrayal of the 
Gentile world—and remember that in 
this he is speaking about the ancestry of 
most of us. Three things he tells us 
about the heathen: 

1. They are responsible (1:18-21), be- 
cause of the knowledge of God which 
they possess and which is available to 
them. 


2. They are reprehensible, because of 
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what they have done with that knowl- 
edge of God (1:21-23, 25, 28). 

3. They are reprobate (1:24, 26, 28). 

Study this outline closely, and let the 
terrible facts have their full impact. 
Then remember that the self-righteous 
moralist (2:1-16) and the religious Jew 
(2:17 to 3:8) are really in no better 
case, all being found guilty and with- 
out excuse (2:1). Only in Christ are 
men: found righteous, and it is a gift- 
righteousness bestowed in answer to 
faith. 

“To the Jew first.” Does this phrase 
in Romans 1:16 lay down as a principle 
for all this age the prior right of the Jew 
to the Gospel? This is frequently urged 
as an argument for Jewish missions. 
Personally I do not think that giving the 
Gospel to the Jews requires this argu- 
ment. There are many valid incentives 
that are beyond dispute without resort- 
ing to this argument which is bound 
to meet with denial, and perhaps defeat 
the very purpose for which it is urged. 
We are living in the age of no distinc- 
tions. The Gospel came to the Jew first 
as the channel of revelation. Through 
his rejection. of it the door of the Gos- 
pel was opened to the Gentile, with 
equal privilege for all. Only let Gentile 
believers remember their debt to Israel, 
and they will have a special care for 
these sons of Abraham after the flesh. 
Without pressing it as a doctrine, we 
shall accede the priority of gratitude to 
those whose casting away has meant the 
reconciling of the world, and whose re- 
ceiving again will be “life from’ the dead” 
(Rom. 11:15). / 


Personal Applications 

Give thanks for the saints, and you 
will have little desire to criticize them 
(Rom. 1:8). 

The will of God is the best assurance 
of a prosperous journey (1:10). 

The very possession of the Gospel makes 
us debtors to all who have it not (1:14). 

You will never be ready to witness for 
Christ so long as you are ashamed (1: 
15, 16). 

Be careful that your judgments of 
others do not«boomerang (2:1). 

You can add nothing to the righteous- 
ness of God. Accept what you cannot 
improve (3:22). , 


Go'den Text 

1:16—“. . . not ashamed of... 
‘he power of God unto salvation.” Men 
gtory in power of all kinds—locomotive 
power, political power, financial power, 
intellectual power. Who then would be 
ashamed of the power of God, which is 
infinitely greater than all the powers of 
men? Even power unto destruction is 
greatly sought by men—in the H-bomb, 
for instance. Shall we not all the more 
glory in the power of God dedicated to 
salvation? And that is what we find in 
the Gospel. 

ELMuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Would You Be Free From Your 
Burden of Sin?” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we are debtors to Thee and to Thy Son 
for the Gospel and all its blessings in 
our lives. We thank Thee for the en- 
lightening, purifying, and life-transform- 
ing influence of the Gospel. Make us 
examples of Christ’s power to save and 
satisfy so that others may have a desire 
to seek Him. For the sick and needy 
we ask such help and comfort as their 
need requires. To our rulers and those 
of other lands give the knowledge of 
Thyself, the spirit of reverence, the no- 
bility of purpose, the uprightness of life, 
and the wisdom they need to rule for 
the glory of God and the good of the 
people. May godliness and righteousness 
increase in the lives and homes of our 
people. Send the messengers of Christ 
to all unevangelized peoples, and bring 
the day of our Lord’s enthronement in 
all nations. Bless our study now, using 
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Thy Word to cleanse our hearts, and 
through this new week lead us in the 
paths of righteousness for Thy name's 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As Paul saw it in 
his day, so in our day Christian workers 
everywhere see the truth of our Golden 
Text displayed in the lives of believers. 
They see by what it does for people that 
the Gospel is indeed the “power of God 
unto salvation to every one” who be- 
lieves. In our church lately, a Hebrew 
Christian told us story after story show- 
ing the power of the Gospel of Christ 
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MY OWN (POTTED 
FOR HIS wWPOTLESS RIGHTEOUSNESS 
today. One story told of the influence 


of the Gospel in a German concentration 
camp during the war. Hundreds of Ger- 
man Jews were confined there, and from 
time to time batches of them were sent 
off to one of the death camps, never to 
be heard of again. Gloom and fear ruled 
those imprisoned Jews as they waited in 
dread for their turn to come to go to 
the death camp. But there was a He- 
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brew Christian among them whose cheer- 
ful courage and calm spirit showed he 
had something the others lacked. They 
asked, “Why are you not afraid, too?” 
Then he would tell them that he was 
a Christian, and death had lost its terror 
for him, because to be absent from the 
body would be to be present with the 
Lord. Strange to say, that Hebrew 
Christian was permitted to stay in that 
camp for a long time until the end of 
the war brought him freedom. Through 
his testimony many Jews trusted the 
Lord Jesus and went to death with peace 
and the assurance of salvation in their 
hearts. They had seen in that Hebrew 
Christian the power of the Gospel to 
put a man right with God, give him 
heart peace, and free him from the fear 
of death, and they, too, received the 
Saviour. 

A Gospel that supported Hebrew 
Christian believers through the horrors 
of those dreadful days is sufficient for 
anyone anywhere. Let us thank God 
for a living and all-sufficient Saviour, 
and open our hearts to Him, that we, too, 
may experience His power and blessing 
in our lives. 

CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for you all” (Rom. 1:8).—The 
Apostle Paul was a very thankful per- 
son. He invariably noticed things in 
believers for which he could praise God. 
In the case of the Romans it was “faith .. . 
spoken of throughout the whole world.” 
For the Corinthians, it was the fact that 
they were enriched in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge. Concerning the Ephe- 
sians and Colossians, he thanked God 
for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and their love toward all saints. He was 
thankful for his entire recollection of 
the. Philippians, and for their constant 
fellowship in the Gospel. On behalf of 
the Thessalonians, it was their work of 
faith, labor of love, and patience of hope 
that produced thanksgiving. 

Let us not forget that we are exhorted 
to “enter into his gates with thanksgiv- 
ing, and into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and bless his name” 
(Psa. 100: 4). 

And a thankful spirit goes a long way 
with our fellow men. “Central” was 
tired, her head ached, she had just suc- 
ceeded, after repeated efforts, in getting 
the number eagerly wanted by a woman 
—and here the woman was calling again! 
“Can’t that woman be quiet a minute?” 
she soliloquized while she reiterated, 
“Number, please?” trying not to speak 
crossly. 

“Central,” said a pleasant voice, “I 
want to thank you for taking so much 
trouble to get me that last number. You 
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are always very kind and obliging, and 
I do appreciate it.” The surprise was 
so great, so overwhelming, that Central 
could only murmur confusedly, “I—oh, 
yes, ma’am.” Nothing like this had hap- 
pened before. Suddenly her headache 
was better; suddenly the day was 
brighter; suddenly, too, there came a 
lump in her throat, and she reached for 
her handkerchief. It was so good to be 
thanked. 

“IT make mention of you always in my 
prayers” (Rom. 1:9).—He found things 
to be thankful for, as we have just seen, 
but he also found things to pray about. 
Generally speaking, a thankful Chris- 
tian is also a praying Christian. “In 
every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

Being told that he loved them, and 
that he thanked God for them, and con- 
stantly prayed for them, it is easy to 
understand his desire to see them. He 
desired a prosperous journey by the will 
of God.” From the account given in 
Acts, we may think that God gave him a 
perilous journey, but His thoughts are 
not our thoughts, neither are His ways 
our ways. 

Here is how one Christian found that 
out: “I was living in a town where I 
could never buy anything to fit me. I 
used to send away occasionally to a 
certain large store for what I wanted, 
and they would send me printed order 
forms. At the bottom of the forms were 
Some words such as these: ‘If we have 
not the article you order in stock, may 
we substitute?’ Once I said, ‘Yes,’ and 
they wrote, ‘We are sorry we have not 
in stock the article you ordered, but we 
are substituting ... ,’ and they sent me 
something that was worth double the 
price I paid. They made it a rule, if 
they could not supply the article or- 
dered, to substitute with one of a better 
quality. Ever after that, I printed it out 
boldly so they would understand it— 
YES. When we pray to God, we had 
better put on the petition that we are 
quite willing to let Him substitute, for 
every time He does, He sends us some- 
thing far better, ‘exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.’” 


“I am debtor ...I am ready ...I 
am not ashamed -” (Rom. 1:14-16). 
—Paul was the apostle to the Gentile 
nations, hence he keenly felt his obli- 
gation to give them the Good News of 
God’s so great salvation. We, in our meas- 
ure, should deeply feel our responsibil- 
ity to give the Gospel to as many people 
as possible. We may not all be able to 
preach and teach, but other avenues are 
open .to us. Through tract distribution, 
for example, one believer can evange- 
lize many thousands of people. It is one 
thing to say, “I am debtor,” but quite 
another to exclaim joyfully, “As much 
as in me is, I am ready” to pay my debt 
to others. It has often been pointed out 
that if each Christian did what he—or 
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she—could to further the Gospel, the 
world could be evangelized in a decade. 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel” 
means far more than courage to testify. 
If a scientist could perfect an unfailing 
remedy for cancer, he could say, “I am 
not ashamed of it.” Why? Because of 
what it is, and what it does. It is a 
sure cure for a deadly disease. The Gos- 
pel of Christ is God’s power unto salva- 
tion to all who believe it. It is the 
divine dynamic bringing deliverance to*® 
lost, guilty sinners. This same apostle 
gave a declaration of the content of the 
Gospel when he said, “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; and 

. was buried, and... rose again .. .” 
(1 Cor. 15:3-5). 

Percy Buck relates the following inci- 
dent: “The Christians of a mining town 
in Bolivia were dedicating their new 
church building They had constructed 
it largely of such material as they had 
at hand. The floor, for instance, and 
some of the furniture, had been made 
of the shipping boxes for the explosives 
used by the mining company. When the 
preacher stepped behind the pulpit on 
which lay an open Bible, his eyes fell 
upon the words: ‘Dangerous Explosives.’ 

“It brought to his mind Paul’s words 
in Romans 1:16, in which he speaks of 
the Gospel as ‘the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth.’ He 
uses the Greek word from which our 
word dynamite is derived. The great 
apostle saw in the Gospel a mighty force 
that smashes the power. of evil every- 
where, and at the same time ,rings eter- 
nal release and enlarged vision to every- 
one who accepts Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.” 


“Therefore thou art inexcusable, O 
man .. .” (Rom. 2:1).—In the first 
three chapters of Romans the apostle 
shows how the world, the philosophers, 
and the Jews are all sinners. Hence 
God is not seeking righteousness from 
man on the ground of works, but is by 
the Gospel revealing His righteousness 
to man on the ground of faith. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C., Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, why did Paul say, “I am 

not ashamed of the gospel of Christ”? 
There must have been some who did 
not believe in Christ's claims to Messiah- 
ship and to kingship over the lives of 
men, and who scorned those who did 
believe. That is the case today with 
many—not open hostility, but a kind of 
“looking down the nose” that makes 
some Christians very uncomfortable. 
Sometimes it takes the form of pity. 
They seem to feel sorry for Christians 
who are denying themselves some popu- 
lar things which the world offers, who 
do not go all out “for. a good time” as 
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the world sees it. The half-hearted, 
halting Christian is an easy prey to that 
sort of treatment; that is why he is un- 
comfortable. Paul was not half-hearted, 
nor halting. His was a robust, an en- 
thusiastic faith. He was full-hearted 
and outspoken and was glad to say, “I 
am not ashamed—far from it!” Indeed, 
it thrilled him through and through to 
say it, because he knew how precious 
~wesus Christ was to him. 

Some years ago a young fellow from 
a humble home, through the generosity 
of a friend of his family, was enabled 
to finish his education at one of the great 
universities. He made a fine record there 
and was the valedictorian of his class. 
His mother came to the commencement 
exercises and was given a seat well up 
front. She was a frail little woman, 
very plainly dressed, indeed, rather 
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cheaply dressed. Her hair had not been 
“done” at the beauty parlor, and her 
out-of-date bonnet sat a little awry on 
her head. Her hands were rough and 
bony and plainly showed they were used 
to hard work. But her thin face glowed 
with satisfaction and pride as her boy 
stood upon the platform and received 
his diploma before the cultured audi- 
ence, an audience to whom the plain 
little woman up near the front was un- 
known. Nor would they have known 
who she was but for what happened just 
at the closing of the exercises when the 
valedictorian, with his diploma in his 
hand, quickly stepped from the plat- 
form and gathered his little mother up 
into his arms and kissed her again and 
again. It was an affecting scene, and 
many paused to look upon it. That 
young fellow did not have to tell those 
people, “I am not ashamed of my 
mother!” Why not ashamed? Because 
he was animated and moved by the 
thought of all that loving heart had 
done for him since his babyhood. How 
well he knew that, if necessary to save 
him, she would have laid down her life! 

I am sure that not one of you fellows 
is ashamed of his mother. Paul was not 
only “not ashamed” of Christ, but he 
actually gloried in confessing Him, and 
on one occasion exclaimed, “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6:14); 
and again, “I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 


Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). 
Fellows, when we think of how the 
Son of God humbled Himself and took 


upon Him the form of a servant for our 
sakes; how He endured the scorn ‘and 
the persecution of His critics; how He 
suffered death upon the cross, enduring 
the pain and despising the shame—all 
for us—we, too, must be only too glad 
to acknowledge Him as our Saviour, 
Lord, and Master. We, too, will seize 
any opportunity to let the world know, 
or any individual, that we are not only 
“not ashamed,” but are humbly grate- 
ful that we can call Him our best friend! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW many of you, at some time or 

other, received a letter that was a 
blessing to you? This quarter we will 
have lessons from the greatest Letters 
ever written. Every one of them has 
been a blessing, not just to one person, 
but to millions of people. Why is that? 
Because they were written by the great- 
est Christian missionary this world has 
ever seen. And more than that, they 
were written by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. Now what part of the Bible do 
you think we are going to study? (Paul’s 
Epistles.) Correct. 
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Today we are considering the opening 
chapters of the Epistle that comes first 
in the New Testament. Which one is 
that? (Romans.) Before we look at 
the first three chapters of Romans, let us 
learn the Golden Text, Romans 1:16. 
This was the key to Paul’s life. 


As you see, Romans 1:16 has been 
written on the blackboard. We will 
read it over and over to help us learn 


it. But while we read it, you girls may 
take turns erasing a word. Carol may 
have the eraser first. As soon as we 
have read the verse three times, Carol 
may erase a word and then give the 
eraser to someone else. She will erase 
another word and then give it to a third 
girl, and so on. By the time this verse 
is entirely erased, I hope we will all 
know it by heart. 

Our lesson today is called, “The Right- 
eousness and Justice of God.” Do you 
know, girls, I’m just as thankful for the 
righteousness and justice of God as I 
am for His love and mercy. This may 
seem strange to you, because it is God’s 
righteousness and justice which makes 
it necessary for Him to punish sin. Yet 
the Gospel reveals the righteousness of 
God just as truly as it reveals His love. 

Let us read together Romans 1:8-17. 
See how clearly verse 17 states that “the 
righteousness of God” is revealed by the 
Gospel. Before we discuss how this can 
be, let me give two reasons why I am 
so thankful that our God is just and 
holy. The first reason is that this makes 
Him a person whom we can truly wor- 
ship. Worship is reverent admiration. 
We could not truly admire the character 
of someone who was not fair and right- 
eous, no matter how kindly he treated 
us. The character of God is one of spot- 
less holiness, so that we can worship 
Him as fully as our capacities will allow. 
The second reason I am thankful for the 
righteousness of God is that this makes 
it perfectly safe to trust Him: He can- 
not lie. What He has promised, He will 
surely do. He has given His word that 
He will bring safely to Heaven all who 
have put their trust in His Son and in 
the work He accomplished for them on 
Calvary’s cross. Because God is right- 
eous, we may be absolutely certain that 
He will do this. Therefore, I am just as 
sure of reaching Heaven some day, as 
if I were walking the streets of gold this 
morning! Isn’t that wonderful? If you 
are not certain of this, either you have 
not yet put your trust in Christ, or else 
you don’t understand the righteousness 
of God, which makes His every promise 
certain to be fulfilled. 

Now, how does the Gospel reveal the 
righteousness of God? Verse 18 tells the 
first way. It is revealed by His wrath 
against sin. He, the Judge of all the 
earth, is holy. He hates sin, and He 
must punish it. The rest of Romans 1 
describes the downward steps of the hu- 
man race. Those who teach evolution 
try to make us believe that man is grow- 
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ing better and better. But the Bible 
teaches us that unregenerate man grows 
worse and worse. Men started out with 
the knowledge of God, but because they 
wanted to sin, they wanted to forget God. 
So they started worshiping idols instead 
of the true and living God. Idol wor- 
ship and sin go hand in hand, but wor- 
ship of our holy God is always accom- 
panied by a turning from sin. As the 
heathen came to worship lower and 
lower forms of life, they went deeper 
and deeper into sin. Romans 1 shows 
that the heathen are lost in sin, and are 
therefore under God's condemnation. 
The first part of Romans 2 shows that 
the so-called “good” people are also un- 
der God’s condemnation. Read the first 
three verses. These verses are written 
to the type of person who says: “So- 
and-so deserves to be punished because 
he is a thief. I wouldn’t think of doing 
such a thing.” The very minute the 
“sood” man Says that, he is condemning 


himself. He may not have robbed his 
fellow man, but he has robbed God. He 
owes lifelong service to the God who 


made him, but instead of giving it, he 
has lived his life just for himself. Any- 
one who condemns another is condemn- 
ing himself, for he, too, is a sinner. 

The last part of Romans 2 and the first 
part of Romans 3 prove that the Jews, 
God’s chosen people, are also sinners 
and under the just condemnation of God. 
They were given His holy laws, but they 
did not obey them. 

Now read Romans 3:19-23 to see the 
summary of this first part of Romans. 
All the world is guilty before God. His 
righteousness has been manifested. Both 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness 
to that. All have sinned, and so all de- 
serve the righteous judgment of God. 
His righteousness is revealed by His con- 
demnation of sin. But Romans does not 
stop there. God's righteousness is also 
revealed in His plan of salvation, as we 
shall see next week, the Lord willing. 

During this quarter I want to tell you 
girls a little about Captain Allen Gar- 
diner. In some ways he reminds me of 
the Apostle Paul. After he. was saved, 
he, too, could say, “I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ.” He traveled 
extensively, suffered intensely, and af- 
fected the history of two continents. I 
think we should know something about 
him. Next to studying the Bible itself, 
I have found the greatest blessing in 
learning to know some of the great men 
and women of God. I hope you girls 
will find the lessons this quarter both 
helpful and interesting. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 


Christiantty .. . is essentially different 
from all other religions in two respects. 
First, it ig the one full and authoritative 
revelation of God to men. Second, it is 
the one divine redemption of men. And 
it is the Bible that reveals God and re- 
deems man.—J. Sidlow Baxter. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God's Love for People Everywhere 
(Rom, 1:7-16) 


HAT is Christ’s great commission 


to His people? (Repeat Matt. 
28: 18-20.) 
Paul was staying in Corinth, on his 


third missionary trip, at Gaius’s house, 
where the Christians also met for church 
services (Rom. 16:23). You remember, 
we imagined we were there one Sun- 
day. (On the flannel board, place figures 
to represent Paul and Gaius, and a group 
for the Christians. Or place the same 
stand-up figure of Paul suggested for 
the last lesson on the map at Corinth.) 
Paul was longing to go to new places 
for Christ. There was Rome, the capi- 
tal of the world, where a little church 
had already started; but think of the 
thousands around who had never heard! 
Far beyond was Spain—thought of as 
the end of the world in those days. 
(Point to the places on the map, if you 
have one that includes Spain.) Paul 
longed to take the story of God’s love 
to people everywhere. He took Christ’s 
message, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations,” as meant for himh. But always 
there was something else that had to be 
done before he could sail for Rome and 
Spain. Right now there were the hun- 
dreds ef dollars of money for the poor 
Christians in Jerusalem, which he must 
see got there safely. Then he would 
make his fourth missionary trip—to 
Rome and on beyond, if God would let 
him (Acts 19:21; Rom. 15:24-32). 

One day a ship (put one on the flannel 
board or map) was loading in the har- 
bor, ahd would be leaving in a few days. 
That Sunday, as the Christians gath- 
ered, Phebe (add figure for her), who 
lived four miles away at Cenchrea, was 
saying good-by to her Christian friends, 
for, when that boat sailed, she was leav- 
ing for Rome on business fRom. 16:1, 2). 
Someone going straight to Rome! “Will 
you take a letter for me?” Paul prob- 
ably asked her excitedly. You see, there 
were no regular mails in those days. 

Tertius did the writing for Paul (Rom. 


16:22). (Place a figure for him on the 
flannel board, or the one used Sunday 
on the map.) Paul had friends, rela- 
tives, and helpers (Rom. 16:3-15) who 
had moved to Rome, besides all the 
Christians he hoped to see some day 
soon. He told them how God saved 


both bad people and those we call good 
(but are not really so in God’s sight) 
by their just believing in the Lord Jesus, 
who died on the cross to pay all their 
bill for sin, whether it was big or little 
as we measure it. (Quote Rom. 3:23; 6:23. 
If there are unsaved pupils in class, try 
to make the way of salvation plain for 
them.) 

Can you find this long Letter in your 
Bible—the Letter to the Romans? Read 
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the lesson verses, noting: (1) the Ro- 
mans’ reputation for faith—what do you 
suppose people say about our Sunday 
school class? (2) Paul’s prayers for 
people he had never seen—do you pray 
for anyone you do not know, such as 
a missionary or a child in a foreign 
land? The class might adopt such an 
individual. (3) Paul’s desire to give the 
Gospel to everyone, friend or foreigner 
—whom are you telling here at home? 
how are you helping far away? The 
assigned Memory Verse is Psalm 145:9, 
but I would prefer to use Romans 1:16. 

Paul did get to Rome, but not in the 
way he expected. Who can tell that 
story? 

This quarter would be an appropriate 
time to memorize thoroughly the names 
and order of Paul's Epistles. Note that 
Romans is the first, and observe its posi- 
tion relative to Acts and the Gospels. 
Give practice in quickly finding the 
Book from a closed Bible by calling 
for references: Romans 1:16; 3:23; 6:23; 
8:28, and any other verses which are 
familiar to the children. Drill on the 
order of the first four Epistles, being 
sure of the pronunciation. 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By. Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever been in a criminal 

court? If you are like most chil- 
dren your age, you have not.. It is 
usually a large room with many seats. 
The judge, who wears a long black robe, 
sits on a platform in the front. The 
person who has been tried for the crime 
he has committed stands before the 
judge, and the judge reminds him of the 
way in which he broke the law. Then 
the judge tells the prisoner what his 
penalty is *for having broken the law 
The judge may say that the criminal 
must go to jail for five days or five 
years, or he may say that the prisoner 
must die! Whatever the judge says is 
final. And the prisoner does not talk 
back! 

When the Apostle Paul wrote his Let- 
ter to the church in Rome, he was think- 
ing of a courtroom. The judge whom 
he pictures is God in Heaven. Before 
Him stands not just one criminal, but 
every person who has ever lived (and 
that includes you and me). The Judge 
says, “There is no difference .. . all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God” (Rom. 3:22, 23), and “the wages 
of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). (Teacher: 
for the world’s indictment, read Romans 
3:9-19.) This Judge (God Himself, re- 
member) does something that very few 
earthly judges do. Having said that 
everyone has broken His Law and that 
each one deserves to be punished for 
his sin, and that the punishment is 
death (eternal punishment in hell, sep- 
arated forever from God, John 3:18, 36), 





554 (14) 


the eternal Judge announces that the 
death penalty has already been paid. 
He explains that He, the Judge Himself, 
has given a gift: “eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). He 
has gtven the éternal life gift because 
He loves every person who has ever 
lived, no matter how sinful that person 
has been (Rom. 5:8). 

The Apostle Paul knew that the whole 
world was guilty of having broken God’s 
Law. He knew that God’s dear Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, had taken the death 
penalty for the sin of the world (1 Cor. 
15:3, 4; John 1:29). Paul knew that God 
raised His Son from the dead (Rom. 
4:24, 25). He knew, too, that God would 
forgive any sinner anywhere if he would 
receive God’s gift and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:9-13). Be- 
cause Paul knew these things, he wanted 
the Romans to know them, too. That 
is why he wrote his Letter to the church 
in Rome. And because God wants us 
to know these things, He has kept Paul’s 
Letter for us for years and years and 
years. 

Paul said that because he had received 
the Gospel (the Good News that Christ 
Jesus died for our sins) he owed that 
Good News. to others (Rom. 1:14). He 
felt that he owed it to @veryone. And 
he wanted to be sure to tell everyone 
about it as quickly as he could. That 
is why he said he was “ready” to preach. 
When he used that word he meant that 
he wanted to tell them the Good News 
more than he wanted to do anything 
else at all. Why was Paul so anxious 
to preach? Because He knew that the 
Good News was “the power of God” 
which would save anyone who would 
believe. . 

The Romans certainly sat up straight 
when they reed Paul’s Letter and he 
mentioned power. If there was anything 
that the Romans loved, it was power. 
Their city was filled with beautiful and 
immense buildings. People everywhere 
knew that Rome was a city of power. 
The rulers of Rome were powerful. The 
leaders of the city were powerful. Oh, 
Rome loved power. But Paul knew a 
power that few Romans knew anything 
about. Here was a power that could save 
from sin. It was the power that could 
save from death itself. It was the power 
of God that would save any man or 
woman or boy or girl—anyone, any- 
where at all—providing that the person 
who heard the Good News would be- 
lieve it. Paul wanted all the Romans 
to know the power of God. And God 
wants everyone who lives today (and 
who will ever live) to know that power. 
He wants “all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 
2:3, 4). 

How powerful God’s salvation is! If 
the only thing that it does is to save 
a believer from the awful penalty of 
sin, that would be wonderful enough. 
But do you know that the salvation that 
God gives does two more things? 


(1) Each believer is often tempted to 
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sin, but God's salvation is able to keep 
him from the power of Sin (Rom. 6:14; 
1 Cor. 10:13). (2) God's salvation is so 
powerful and so wonderful that some 
day the believer will be saved from 
even the presence of sin in his nature, 
so that he will be wholly good like the 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 John 3:2). 

Remember! God is your judge. He 
loves you. He wants you to have His 
salvation. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

” 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


TNT.—It is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth 
(Rom. 1:16, Golden Text). A minister 
recently sent a number of books, among 
them a copy of the New Testament, to 
be rebound. He was surprised on the 
return of the books to find on the back- 
bone of the New Testament a label in 
gilt letters, “TNT.” There was no room 
to spell out “The New Testament,” ‘so 
the bookbinde® inscribed merely “TNT,” 
the first letters of the three words. Not 
a bad name for the New Testament! It 
is TNT—it is spiritual dynamite.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Weak Faith, but a Strong Saviour.— 
Your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world (Rom. 1:8). When I was 
in China, after a long day’s march we 
came to a little city occupied by a few 
poor Christian people. They said they 
were glad we had come so far to see 
them. We were told we ought to go 
and see a poor, humble woman who was 
famed for her great faith in Christ. One 
of the party went, and remarked to her, 
“IT hear you are the woman of the great 
faith,” but she answered, “No, sir, the 
woman of the weak faith and the strong 
Saviour.” Whatever your faith, if you 
have the strong Saviour with you that’s 
the thing.—From the Rev. W. Y. Fuller- 
ton, in the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Secret of Spiritual Power.— 
Without ceasing I make mention of you 
always in my prayers (Rom. 1:9). When 
G. Campbell Morgan came to Westmin- 
ster Chapel in London he found a very 
wonderful spiritual power predominat- 
ing his people. At last the secret came 
out. It had been the custom of his 
predecessor to spend time each week 
praying for his people. His method was 
rather unique: he would retire to the 
sanctuary, and going from place to place 
where his people sat on the Sabbath, 
he would pray for them by name. No 
wonder the church had spiritual power; 
and that preacher was fulfilling his of- 
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fice as a priest and going into the holy 
of holies weekly for them. Until the 
minister devises some method by which 
he will pray for his people individually 
or by families at regular stated times, 
neither the preacher nor his people will 
find great spiritual power. The secret 
of the faith which was spoken of 
throughout the whole world was con- 
tained just here—Paul made mention of 
them always in his prayers.—From 
Church Management. Sent by Robert 
Sherer Wilson, Johnstown, Pa. 


Why He Was a Missionary.—I am 
debtor (Rom. 1:14). A trader went out 
to a part of the heathen world, and, 
while plunging into the heart of the 
jungle seeking rubber and other mate- 
rials, he came across an oid college 
friend. He was amazed to see him, for 
they had not met since they had been 
together at Oxford. As he looked into 
the eyes of his friend and came to re- 
alize that he was there as a missionary, 
the trader said to his friend, “Well, 
John, and what are you doing here?” 
And John quietly said, “I came here to 
pay my debt.”"—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Ready Now!—So, as much as in me is, 
I am ready to preach the gospel (Rom. 
1:15). I like the story about the sea 
captain who said to a Liverpool waif, 
“If you had on good clothes, a clean 
face, and your hair combed, I would 
take you into a restaurant and get you 
something to eat.” The homeless boy, 
with tears in his eyes at the captain’s 
kind words, brushed his hair with his 
hand, and said, “I am ready now.” While 
they were eating, the captain learned 
the boy’s history. . . . He said, “If you 
were only dressed real well and had a 
clean face, I would take you with me 
on the steamer—you could wait on me.” 
The little boy looked up into the ‘cap- 
tain’s face, and said, “I am ready now.” 
The captain put his arms around him, 
and said, “Come with me; you will al- 
ways be my boy.” They both hurried to 
the steamer, and when on board the 
captain introduced the little boy to his 
men, saying, “His name is Ready-Now.” 
. Oh, that every Christian’s name 
were Ready-Now, and that, true to the 
name, they would give the Gospel of 
Christ to perishing humanity!—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


How the Fine Was Paid.—Wherein 
thou judgest another, thou condemiest 
thysef (Rom. 2:1). Once, when Mr. La 
Guardia, the famous ex-mayor of New 
York, was presiding at a police court, 
they brought a trembling old Jnan before 
him, charged with stealing a loaf of 
bread. He said his family was starving. 
“Well, I’ve to punish you,” said Mr. La 
Guardia. “The law makes no exception, 
and I can do nothing but sentence you 
to a fine of ten dollars.” Then he added, 
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after reaching into his pocket, “and 
here’s the ten dollars to pay your fine. 
And now I remit the fine.” Then, toss- 
ing the ten-dollar bill into his famous 
outsize hat, he said, “Furthermore, I’m 
going to fine everybody in this court- 
room fifty cents, for living in a town 
where a man has to steal bread in order 
to eat. Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines, and 
give them to this defendant.” The hat 
was passed, and an incredulous old man, 
with a light of Heaven in his eyes, left 
the courtroom with forty-seven dollars 
and fifty cents—From the Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Stop Trying.—Even the righteousness 
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe 
(Rom. 3:22). I remember a lady in 
the north of England who became quite 
angry when I made this statement: 
“None in this congregation will be saved 
until they stop trying to save them- 
selves.” Down she came from the gal- 
lery, and said to me, “You have made 
me perfectly miserable.” “Indeed,” I 
said, “how is that?” “Why, I always 
thought that if I kept on trying, God 
would save me at some time; and now 
you tell me to stop trying. What then 
am I to do?” “Why, let the Lord save 
you.”"—From D. L. Moody. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


us 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 549) 
1. Ephesus (Acts 19:21). 


2. The delay in making a personal visit 
seems to have urged him to write this 
Letter to bridge the gap, and at the same 
time to prepare for personal ministry 
later. 


3. “The righteousness of God .. . from 
faith to faith” (1:17). 


4. To establish the Roman Christians, 
to be himself strengthened by their fel- 
lowship, and to have fruit among them 
(1:11-13). 


~ §. According to language, the Greeks 
and Barbarians; according to culture, the 
wise and the unwise (1:14). 

6. Romans 1:17, last phrase. 


7. The heathen (1:18-32), the moralist 
(2: 1-16), the Jew (2:17 to 3:8), and all 
together (3:9-19). 


8. He shows the heathen to be respon- 
sible (1:18-21), reprehensible (1:21-23, 
25, 28), and reprobate (1:24, 26, 28). 

9. According to truth (2:2), according 
to works (2:6), and “by Jesus Christ” 
(2:16). 

10. No. Paul gives examples of it in 
the Old Testament—Genesis 15:6; Psalm 
32:1, 2; Habakkuk 2:4. 
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Children 1 at Home 


God's Little Shepherd Boys 
By Nesta Reed 


AKUB and Makund, two little In- 

dian ‘boys, lived in a grass-thatched 
hut in a remote country hamlet. Their 
father had died of the dread disease 
of leprosy, but only Yakub knew of this. 
His mother was hired out to work in 
the rice fields, and she found it a hard 
task to support her family during the 
cold season, when there was nothing 
she could get to do. 

Yakub, who was fourteen, herded 
some of the neighbors’ sheep, goats, and 
cattle for very meager rations of food, 
and it always was a problem getting 
enough to eat. Makund was several 
years younger, and, being quick at book- 
learning, his mother, with much diffi- 
culty, paid his fees at the nearest vil- 
lage school. She was proud of him, and 
hoped he would one day make “fat 
money.” 

One day strange little white patches 
appeared on Makund’s arms, and sim- 
ilar ones came on his elder brother's 
body, but, as these did not hurt, they 
said nothing, and their mother did not 
seem to notice them. 

Not long afterward, one morning at 
school “rest” time, when the boys were 
lying stretched out in the shade of a 
banyan tree, the master came along. 
Suddenly he stopped and stared hard at 
Makund. 

“Come along with me, boy,” he said 
shottly. Makund wondered if he had 
done anything wrong as he followed the 
master into the schoolroom. 

“Now, Makund, you must go home 
as quickly as you can. Take all your 
books, and never come here again.” 

“But, sir, whatever have I done?” 
cried the boy, astonished and distressed. 

“Don’t ask any questions, but go at 
once!” . 

Slowly Makund left the school as all 
the other children watched, but the mas- 
ter would not let him speak to one of 
them, so the poor boy could only blindly 
obey. He hated having to tell his mother 
he had been sent away from school, and 
when she came home she immediately 
knew something was wrong with him. 

“Have you been bad and caused me 
shame?” she asked. “You don’t look 
sick to me.” 

Then the boy told her how the mas- 
ter had stopped beside him and stared 
at his arm which had the curious white 
patch on it. 

His mother gazed at it fixedly, but 
said at once, “Come along with me to the 
school. I must know why you have 
beén sent away.” So together they went, 
but she left Makund outside while she 
spoke to the master in his room. Be- 
fore very long she returned; and the 


, are 
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boy saw that her face was sad and sorely 
troubled. 

“Makund, my son,” she whispered, 
when they got home, “do you know that 
your father died of the terrible sick- 
ness of leprosy?” 

The boy said nothing, and his mother 
sobbed out, “Oh, my son, those white 
patches, the master says, are the same 
dreaded disease, so that is why you can 
never go back—the other boys might get 
it, too.” Then the poor woman broke 
down and sobbed out her grief and fear. 

Yakub, when he returned, found them 
thus, and ran toward them, wondering 
what had happened. 

“My mother, what evil bird of black 
sorrow has flown into your heart? I 
beseech you to tell me quickly.” Yakub 
was very alarmed, for he had never 
seen his mother weeping like this since 
his father died. At last she managed 
to tell him, and he, too, looked very 
miserable. 

“Why, my mother, see, I, too, have the 
same sort of white patches on my body. 
I*did not think much about them.” 

Then began a terrible time for them 
all in their village. No longer could 
Yakub or his mother find any paid work, 
and the people refused to let him herd 
their animals, and ill treated them all in 
every possible way. 

One day Yakub made up his mind that 
he and his little brother must go, and 
then perhaps his poor mother could 
manage to live ‘and get back her job. 
“My mother,” he said, “I met a young 
traveling preacher in the hills this morn- 
ing. He had lost his way while going 
to the big village beyond, and he was 
so kind I could not keep silent about 
our trouble. He seemed to know a lot 
about the sickness,, and told me of a 
‘healing home’ at Champa, where people 
taken in and often cured if they 
are aS young as we are. It is a very 
long way to go, of course, but we must 
try to reach that place. It is our only 
hope, so do not grieve too much.” 

Their poor mother was indeed dis- 
tressed to part with her boys, but she 
knew they would all starve if they did 
not get away from the village. She 
herself was weak and sick, so she could 
not travel, and would only be a burden 
to the boys she dearly loved. 

They promised to come back if they 
were unable to reach their distant goal. 
but, Yakub was very determined to try 
to save his little brother at all costs 
For himself he did not really care, his 
only thought was for Makund. 

It was a dreadful journey of many 
weeks to the home at Champa, where 
the poor boys arrived half dead with 
exhaustion and starvation. 

The kind Christian doctor had never 
seen more pitiful objects, but he had 
no room anywhere. 

“All I can do,” he said, “would be to 
put you in a tiny goat shed for the 
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School 
Times are generally rather constant 
or frequent travelers, always looking « 
for alluring trips to far-away piaces, 
and pleased when they find something 
extraordinarily good. 


Readers of The Sunday 


Though the desire to travel is 
strong, sometimes people hesitate to 
venture to strange, distant places, 
unless they can go with folks they 
know, or with groups in which they 
will be comfortable. 


Recognizing the great interest al- 
most everybody has in travel, and to 
provide opportunity for readers of 
our magazine to have a trustworthy 
vacation tour, under Christian aus- 
pices. we have made arrangements 
again for the most popular of all sum- 
mer vacations—the wonderful cruise 
to Alaska in our own ship—The S. S. 
Chilcotin. Our cruise is just like 
traveling aboard our deluxe yacht. 
The numerous detail advance arrange- 
ments will be carried through by the 
Northern Pacific Railway, most ex- 
perienced and dependable operator of 
Christian Fellowship Tours. Loyal 
readers of The Sunday School Times 
will be welcome as members of our 
“traveling house party.” Dates are 
July 27 through August 25. 


The trip will give many of our 
friends the privilege of closer personal 
acquaintance with missions in Alaska 
as well as with Protestant institutions 
in the cities of America to be visited 
—Helena, Seattle, Victoria, Vancou- 
ver, Portland, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles. One Sunday will be spent 
in Grand Canyon National Park, 
amid the noblest, most inspiring 
scenery imaginable! 


An illustrated folder has been pub- 
lished and all readers are invited to 
send for it. Free, for a postal card. 
Please ask for “Alaska” folder and 
address 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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present, and then you can go across to 
the cookhouse for your daily rations.” 

“Oh, Master, thank you, thank you!” 
cried Yakub. “I used to earn my food 
by herding goats. I love them. And 
perhaps you will let me look after them 
for you?” 

“Well, Yakub, I wonder—Did you ever 
lose a kid when you were tending herd?” 

“Never, Master, no, never one, no mat- 
ter how sickly. You see, every one was 
so very precious to me.” 

“My boy, I, too, am a herdsman here 
in this place, under a very great and 
good Master, and I want to try to save 
all who come here becaus@ He has bought 
them with His own lifeblood. Although 
you do not know Him, you both ought 
to be His, and I dare not turn you away. 
It would be like losing a very precious 
possession. My Master is like a good 
shepherd, and He expects me, His serv- 
ant, to rescue and care for each one 
whom He sends here to me. You both 
are very, very precious to Him.” 

So it was that the boys were taken 
into that happy home of healing and 
love. 

It was not very long before they found 
the Shepherd-Saviour for themselves, 
and as their leprosy was healed they 
began to look forward to being little 
shepherd boys in the service of the One 
who gave His life for them. 


“The Life That Wins” 
in Braille 


CHRISTIAN woman, who feels a 

real burden to provide blind people 
with copies of Christian literature which 
they can keep, and who knows how to 
transcribe into Braille, has reproduced 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull’s persona] tes- 
timony, “The Life That Wins,” which 
has had a circulation of over 900,000. 
Copies in Braille may be purchased at 
less than cost, at 10 cents a copy, and 
may be ordered from Mrs. Esther English, 
in care of, The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
(The Sunday School Times does not 
carry a stock of the Braille booklets, but 
will transmit the orders to Mrs. English, 
who will mail the booklets directly to 
those ordering them.) 


Reviews of the 
Revised Standard Version 
Reprinted 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 

will recall the excellent and critical 
reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible (Thomas Nelson & 
Sons, New York 17) that appeared in the 
October 25 and November 1, 1952, issues 
of the Times. The two articles, one ‘on 


the Old Testament portion by G. Douglas 
Young, Ph.D., and one on the New Tes- 
tament portion by J. Oliver Buswell, 
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Jr., D.D., LL.D., Ph.D., together with re- 
prints of two “Notes on Open Letters” 
on this much-discussed new version that 
were published by THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs, have now been reprinted as a 
48-page booklet. 

Many will doubtless want to distribute 
widely these authoritative and careful 
appraisals of this new version of the 
Bible among friends and members of 
churches and Sunday schools. They 
may be had at 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
or $6 a hundred. All prices include 
postage. Just ask for the “Reviews of 
the Revised Standard Version” booklet 
and address your orders to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. 
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Godly Women 
(Continued from second page) 


now speak on the behalf of women, to 
take away their reproach. For as death 
and the curse came into the world by 
a woman (Gen. 3), so also did life and 
health; God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman (Gal. 4:4). Yea, to show how 
much they that came after did abhor 
the act of the mother, this sex in the 
Old Testament coveted children, if hap- 
pily, this ‘or that woman might be the 
mother of the Saviour of the world. I 
will say again, that when the Saviour 
was come, women rejoiced in Him, be- 
fore either man or angel (Luke 1: 42-46). 
I read not that ever any man did give 
unto Christ so much as one groat; but 
the women followed Him, and ministered 
to Him of their substance (Luke 8:2, 3). 
‘Twas a woman that washed His feet 
with tears (Luke 7:37-50), and a woman 
that anointed His body to the burial 
(John 11:2; 12:3). They were women 
who wept when He was going to the 
cross (Luke 23:27), and women that 
followed Him from the cross (Matt. 27: 
55, 56; Luke 23:55), and that sat over 
against His sepulchre when He was 
buried (Matt. 27:61). They were women 
that were first with Him at His resur- 
rection-morn (Luke 24:1), and women 
that brought tidings first to His disciples 
that He was risen from the dead (Luke 
24:22, 23). Women therefore are highly 
favored, and show by these things that 
they are sharers with us in the grace 
of life.” , 

Concerning Priscilla (Acts 18:26), Mat- 
thew Henry says: “Here is an instance 
of a good woman, though not permitted 
to speak in the church or in the syna- 
gogue, yet doing good with the knowl- 
edge God had given her in private con- 
verse. Paul will have the aged women 
to be teachers of good things (Titus 
2:3, 4.” 

4 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 











Lesson for July 5 


With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 


ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 


than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 

tional; and with each order of $3 or 

over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Apostle to Islam. A Biography of Sam- 
uel M. Zwemer. By J. Christy Wilson. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $4.) This is the record of an 
extraordinary man and an extraordinary 
life. Rarely have such energy, devo- 
tion, intelligence, fertility of mind, initi- 
ative, good judgment, loyalty to Christ, 
and self-sacrifice for Christ combined in 
one person. His priority of interest was 
Islam, but he was early a leader in the 
Student Volunteer Movement, in pro- 
motion of Christian missions world over, 
in the creation of literature not only 
in his special field of Mohammedanism, 
but in many others, notably in that of 
Christian devotion 

In early life, he pioneered missions 
in Arabia, the most trying and comfort- 
less land of all, traveling in untouched 
areas, colporteuring Scripture, enduring 
heat, vermin, opposition, and hardships, 
as seeing Him who is invisible. Then 
he went to the intellectual capital of 
Islam in Cairo, he was instru- 
mental in founding the Nile Mission 
Press, in evangelizing Moslem students, 
and in editing the Moslem World—this 
last, one would think, enough alone to 
employ the time of one man. He became 
the greatest authority on Islam of his 
day, and the greatest leader in the pro- 
motion of missions to Moslems of his 
time and of all preceding times. He was 
an indefatigable evangelist. In later life 
he taught missions and kindred subjects 
in Princeton Seminary. He ever iden- 
tified himself with evangelism and good 


where 


works. The last time this reviewer hap- 
pened to hear him speak was in an 
Eighth Avenue rescue mission, where 


he gave an admirable exposition of the 
word “fire” in Scripture. 
’ He was an outstanding member of the 
group that included Robert Wilder, Rob- 
ert Speer, John R. Mott, and others as- 
sociated with the great days of North- 
field before it had opened its doors to 
Modernists. He who tackles Islam en- 
gages in the most difficult witness exist- 
ing. There has been little in the nature 
of “mass movements” following on his 
self-sacrificing life. We were not prom- 
ised that. The order was to witness to 
all people, not necessarily to win them. 
That will come later. Perhaps the words, 
“O that Ishmael might live before me,” 
await the day when Israel shall have 
turne’ to Christ and then to the evange- 
lism of its brother Ishmael. 

One of Dr. Zwemer’s truly Christian 
bon mots is especially helpful. When 
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he was financially hard pressed in his 
Arabian days, he wrote: “We live from 
hand to mouth, but it’s from His hand 
to our mouths.” 


Primer on Roman Catholicism for 
Protestants. By Stanley I. Stuber. (As- 
sociation Press, New York 7; $2.50.) This 
book could be recommended if the sec- 
tions in it on Protestantism were as 
readily subject to approval by strictly 
conservative Bible believers as the state- 
ments giving the Roman Catholic posi- 
tion are approved by the Roman Cath- 
olics. One could not reasonably ask for 
a more detailed, accurate, comprehensive, 
and objective survéy@of the tenets of 
Romanism than is found here. The in- 
formation given is quoted from standard 
Roman Catholic sources, and was 
checked and approved by their own 
scholars, including two official censors 
of the Roman Catholic Church who ex- 
amined drafts of the manuscript. Any 
non-Romanist who reads this material 
will be made thoroughly acquainted with 
the official position of the church with 
regard to Roman Catholic doctrine and 
practice. Doubtless many Roman Cath- 
olics, too, could learn much about their 
own religion from these pages. 

However, the book's usefulness is lim- 
ited, for it is weakened by the author's 
unfortunate sympathy with the stand- 
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Peter Deyneka, recently returned from a world-wide missionary survey, finds open 
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point of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and 
of the World Council of Churches, re- 
garding Protestantism and the hope that 
some day Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants might work together. Frequent 
reference to Council reports as issued 
by their commissions, committees, con- 
ferences, and leaders, would give the 
impression that the only Protestantism 
in existence is that which they represent 
and speak for. Many of the books sug- 
gested for further reading in the bibli- 
ographies in the several chapters are 
those written by men whose theological 
views cannot be approved. Among them 
are works by Fosdick, Oxnam, Sockman, 
Kagawa, Barth, Brunner, Niebuhr, Good- 
speed, and the like. Dr. Stuber does 
not ask us to believe Roman Catholic 
doctrines, but, though he quotes much 
Scripture in giving his appraisal, he does 
not take the same high ground the Apos- 
tle Paul takes in Galatians 1:9, “As we 
said before, so say I now again, if any 
man preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.” Here is how Dr. Stuber ex- 
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presses himself: “If Roman Catholics 
are better Christians for having .. . five 
extra ‘sacraments,’ Protestants have no 
objection. But, they do not want these 
designated as fundamental requirements 
for all Christians.” No Fundamentalist 
would feel confident about the reader 
getting a true view of real Pro-test- 
antism, even though Luther and Calvin 
are occasionally quoted. What the 
reader does get is a reminder of the 
confusion that exists in Christendom 
among the various Protestant denomina- 
tions. _It is regrettable indeed that this 
book does not stress Biblical Christianity 
versus Roman ,Catholicism. Then it 
would be useful and commendable.as a 
primer for both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants. 


The Christian Worker’s Handbook. By 
William Goulooze. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Dr. Goulooze 
has a warm heart and orderly mind. 
Both are evident in this pocket-size 
handbook, which is mainly a compilation 
of Scripture passages, well classified and 
indexed. Out of his experience as pas- 
tor and professor of theology, Dr. 
Goulooze has arranged the texts syste- 
matically under four main headings: 
“The Biblical Basis of Christian Serv- 
ice,” “Bible Passages for Personal 
Workers,” “Bible Passages for Special 
Problems,” and “Biblical Forms for Spe- 
cial Services.” There are many sub- 
divisions on such subjects as the “Con- 
tact or Call,” how to become a 
Christian, duties of a Christian, steward- 
ship, and Christian living; others on 
physical, mental, and spiritual prob- 
lems; and a useful chapter on “Facing 
the Isms With Scripture.” There are 
marriage and funeral] services. In the 
éhapter on “The Approach in the Contact 
or Call,” Dr. Goulooze gives much prac- 
tical advice in his own words, supported 
by Scripture. All the material is care- 
fully arranged and its value increased 
by the complete subject and textual in- 
dexes. 

This attractive little book is useful not 
only for Christian workers, but would 
be good to have in any home. 


The Twelve Minor Prophets. By George 
L. Robinson. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) The author’s aim 
in this book is to present the messages 
of the prophets in their own historical 
setting and to emphasize the value of 
their teachings for today. A handbook 
of two hundred pages, it contains illumi- 
nating facts gleaned from history and 
archaeology, and practical interpretation 
and application of the Biblical text. By 


»no means a verse-by-verse commentary, 


it is intended to be a guide to study 
classes to acquaint them with the times 
and teachings of the twelve minor 
prophets. The book has been widely 
used in colleges and seminaries (this 
is a reprint edition), and it is valuable 
for the purpose indicated. In his inter- 
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pretations, the author has sought to avoid 
what he considers to be the extremes 
of tradition or criticism. That he does 
this is evidenced by the fact that he 
takes to task the late A. C. Gaebelein 
of Our Hope at several points for see- 
ing too much in the text (eschatologi- 
cally speaking), and at another point 
quotes him with approval. As to the 
views of the Higher Critics, he presents 
them in full and refutes them almost 
completely. From the standpoint of the 
doctrine of last things, the author’s treat- 
ment of the prophets throughout his 
book is weak. For real help on the 
Messianic passages the student will have 
to turn elsewhere. Otherwise, here is 
a useful source of information on an 
important, but often overlooked, section 
of the Holy Bible. ‘ 


Who Are the False Prophets? By Os- 
wald J. Smith, Litt.D. (The Peoples 
Press, 100 Bloor St., East, Toronto 5, 
Can., 50 cents.) Most Times readers have 
neither time nor opportunity to study 
the false cults and see what is wrong with 
them in the light of Scripture. Dr. Smith 
has therefore rendered a real service 
in presenting here, in forty-four pages, 
brief studies of the following six cults: 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists, Christian Science, Spiritism, 
Mormonism, and British Israelism, and 
one other chapter on “Saturday or Sun- 
day—Which?” In each case he tells 
something of the historical background, 
summarizes their errors in six to ten 
points, and gives Scripture exposing the 
error. This is a very welcome antidote 
in these days when the poison of these 
false systems is widespread. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 5 
1. Meet Esther, the Patriot 
(Esther 4:14-17; 8:1-8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ie FOUR successive topics we are to 

consider four outstanding Bible per- 
sonalities, two men and two women. 
Esther has been chosen for this week 
because the elements of patriotism re- 
vealed in her life are in keeping with 
the celebration of our own national 
birthday. 

ope 

Although only two short portions from 
the Book of Esther are assigned for our 
Scripture text for this meeting, it will 
be worth while to urge all in your young 
people’s group to read the whole Book 
of Esther some time during the week 
before July 5. Its ten brief chapters can 
be read in fifteen minutes or less. Ask 
them also to jot down some of the ex- 
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cellent characteristics of this Jewish girl, 
who dared so much for her people. 

In chapter two they should note the 
winsomeness and humility of Esther, 
both of which won the king’s favor and 
love. 


Chapter four reveals her loyalty to her 
uncle and to her people. Although she 
had been exalted to the place of queen 
in the Kingdom of Persia, she did not 
forget the uncle who had cared for her 
after she had lost her father and mother. 
She was concerned when she learned 
that he was in trouble and sorrow, and 
made it her business to find out what it 
was that troubled him. When she learned 
of the dacree that the king had signed 
that meant the destruction of her people 
throughout the land of Persia, she was 
moved to do what she could, if neces- 
sary even to the sacrificing of her own 
life to plead for her people. 

Although the name of God is not men- 
tioned in the Book of Esther, the fact 
that she and her maidens fasted for three 
days, and that she called upon all the 
Jews in Shushan likewise to fast, im- 
plies that this was also a time of looking 
to God for help. Matthew Henry says 


‘Lord loveth righteousness; his counte- 
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concerning the book, “Though the name _ in a man, he is of little worth. Truth- 
of God be not in it, the finger of God fulness and freedom from fraud are 
is, directing many minute events for the rare in these times. Whole nations in 
bringing about of his people’s deliver- our times have cast integrity to the 
ance.” winds. Their reward shall be shame. 
4 But honorable straightforwardness in 
Chapters five and seven show us Es- thought, words, and actions in God- 
ther’s resourcefulness, She did not make fearing people shall have many and sure 
her request in haste or at an inoppor- Tewards. Pray for an awakening to 
tune moment, but waited until she had Tighteousness in our land. 
further won the king’s favor and the Tues.—Isaiah 45:5-19. 


»xact time had arrived to win her point. 

Then notice that she did not spare her- panned of AN Good. 

self. She identified herself with the PRAYER Succestions: “I am the Lord, 
and there is none else . . . I form the 


Jews, whose destruction had been plot- 
ted by Haman. The reward for Esther’s 
loyalty, courage, and faith was the de- 
struction of Haman and his ten sons, and 
permission granted to all the Jews 
around Persia to defend themselves 
against any who might seek to harm 
them. 


light, and create darkness: ... and 
create evil [times]. I the Lord do all 
these things.” Whatever befalls us is 
allowed of God for disciplinary or other 
essential purposes. Let us therefore turn 
to the Lord in both joys and sorrows. 
All things come of Him for our good. 
7 Rejoice in the blessings, pray in all af- 


flictions. Pray for America’s Keswick, 
You will not want to let this topic pos pick Pt o's s Keswic 


pass without pointing out God’s care 

over His Chosen People, even in a time Wed.—Romans 2:1-11. 
when they were being disciplined for God, an Impartial Judge. 
sin and disobedience. Here was another PRAYER Svuccestions: “God , . . will 
time when Satan sought to destroy the render to every man according to his 
race by which God’s Messiah was to 
come and through whom fallen man was) meee = wkwedneenbderdedivtionn 
to be redeemed and restored. He almost 

succeeded had it not been for one of ! YOU MAKE $50.00 
God’s “little ones” raised up from ob- for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- 


4 ps : — i ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 
scurity “for such a time as this” (Esther [ tunity for yourself, club, or organization. ther 
l 


4:14). fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. 


God always has His man or woman in | ROBINSON CARDS 
reserve to fulfill His purposes. Some- DEPT. N-4 7 CLINTON, MASS. 


times it is a Moses on the backside of the 
desert; or a Deborah inspiring the men a 

of war to courage and action; or an REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 
“a Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA, 
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Amos working among the herds; or a 
Gideon threshing wheat. Are you ready, 
wherever you are and whatever may be pe 
your talents, to let God use you to fur- FREE Ra ones Se ee. 
ther His plans and purposes in this pres- tendent, one copy of 

ent age? He may not have such a promi- ‘“‘A SPIRITUAL LIGHT SWITCH”’ 
nent part for you as that in which He for each family in his congregation providing he will 
used Esther, but certainly our nation agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
today needs God-fearing men and Write stating number of leaflets desired to 

women who will stand fast for Him TITHER Suite 816, 3440-8 Wilshire Boulevard 
wherever He has placed them, and who Les Angeles 6, California 
will be the channels through which He 
ean work His will. 
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For Family Worship Yes, teachers and pupils like 
1@ FAMOUS POCKET 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. HIGLEY QUARTERLIES 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internationa! 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 29 to July 5 


Mon.—Psalm 11. God Rewards Honesty. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The righteous 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S. 8. Lessons, Must be seen 
for full appreciation. Ask for sample 
Quarterlies or workbooks for all 
departments. Low in price. 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 


Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
. ‘ Story papers and helpful vis aids 
nance doth behold the upright.” The pee Bw io 


quality of life God loves is righteous- Write for full details 
ness. The upright in heart are His de- Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 
light. If the grace of honesty be lacking THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, ind. 
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for my peace of mind 





lf you would like to 
have a share in the 
great work of Moody 
Bible Institute, and at 
the same time receive 
regular checks for the 
rest of your life, send 
this coupon for your 
copy of “DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS” . . . which 
gives you full details 
of the MooDY 

ANNUITY PLAN. 


e+-a regular, dependable income 
from Moody Anauities.”’—wiss w... 


Knowing that contentment and financial worries do 
not go hand in hand, and also that anxiety is almost 
certain to increase in the later years of life unless 
provision is made to assure a regular return to take 
care of her material needs, Miss M.B.M. is placing 
her money periodically in Moody Annuities. She is 
enjoying a dependable semi-annual return from each 
annuity that she has taken out, plus the satisfaction 
of knowing that her money has been gainfully em- 
ployed as a means of spreading the gospel . . . through 
training consecrated young lives for full-time Chris- 
tian service. 


By placing your money in Moody Annuities Now you 
will be assured of a regular, generous, GUARANTEED 
return for the rest of your life. Moody Annuities are 
completely dependable . . . for more than 45 years no 
annuitant has failed to receive his check . . . IN FULL, 
and ON TIME. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S 16 


Stewardship Department 
820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me full details of the Moody Annuity Plan. I under- 
stand that this inéurs no obligation on my part. 


ee na ee 
Address ea 


City. Zone_ 





ae 








deeds.” God shows no partiality when it 
comes to reckoning with either saints 
or sinners. He is just. He rewards men 
either according to their righteousness 
or unrighteousness. “It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Heb. 10:31). Whether for a Chris- 
tian’s discipline, or a sinner’s punishment 
—"God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29 
with 12:25). Godly fear is sadly lacking 
today. Pray for the American Associa- 
tion for Jewish Evangelism, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 5:1-14. 
Personal Righteousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children.” 
Note the “ye” in the text. Only those 
who know Jesus Christ—“God . . . mani- 
fest in flesh”—can walk as He walked. 
There must be a new heart in us before 
we can do what God wants us to do. 
The tree must be made good before it 
can bring forth good fruit. The Chris- 
tian life is a fruitful tree, not just a 
Christmas tree with some good things 
tied to its branches. Pray for Arizona 
Baptist Estates Conferences, Prescott, 
Ariz. 


Fri.—Psalm 82. The Righteous Judge. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Arise, O God, 
judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit 
all nations.” Christ is Judge. He is 
God. He tabernacled among men. He 
shed the blood of His human form for 
the ransom of our souls. He has gone 
up (to Heaven) with a shout. He will 
return for His own, judge and inherit 
all nations. Blessed forthcoming advent! 
Blessed day! Pray for the Ben Lippen 
Conference Center, Asheville, N. C. 


Sat—Psalm 96. The Lord Reigneth. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Say among the 
heathen [nations] that the Lord reign- 
eth.” The Lord was Lord when lying 
in a manger, just as much as when He 
ascended to Heaven after enduring the 
cross and lying in the tomb. At periods 
during His earthly life His majesty did 
not appear. So it is now. But He will 
in due time show Himslf as the only 
potentate and King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Pray for Bethanna Bible and Mis- 
sionary Center, Southampton, Pa.’ 


Sun.—Psalm 111. 
The Character of God. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Lord is 
gracious and full of compassion.” All 
graces in perfection and glory reside 
in God. All moral and spiritual ex- 
cellencies are all of Him and can only 
become ours in and through Jesus 
Christ. When we think of wisdom, 
goodness and truth, righteousness, joy 
and peace, love, hope and patience, 
we think of the only One in whom, 
as a fountain, they are to be found. 
Holy and reverend is His name. Pray 
for the Beulah Beach Conferences, 
Beulah Beach, Ohio. 
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